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In 2009, Chicago spent millions of dollars to create programs to prevent gang
violence in some of its most disadvantaged neighborhoods. Yet in spite of the
programs, violence has grown worse in some of the very neighborhoods that the
violence prevention programs were intented to help. While public officials and
social scientists often attribute the violence - and the failure of the programs - to
a lack of community in poor neighborhoods, closer study reveals another source
of community division: local politics.

Through an ethnographic case study of Chicago's Little Village neighborhood,
Wounded City dispells the popular belief that a lack of community is the primary
source of violence, arguing that competition for political power and state
resources often undermine efforts to reduce gang violence. Robert Vargas argues
that the state, through the way it governs, can contribute to distrust and division
among community members, thereby undermining social cohesion. The strategic
actions taken by police officers, politicians, nonprofit organizations, and gangs to
collaborate or compete for power and resources can vary block by block,
triggering violence on some blocks while successfully preventing it on others.

A rich blend of urban politics, sociology, and criminology, Wounded City offers
a cautionary tale for elected officials, state agencies, and community based
organizations involved with poor neighborhoods.
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In 2009, Chicago spent millions of dollars to create programs to prevent gang violence in some of its most
disadvantaged neighborhoods. Yet in spite of the programs, violence has grown worse in some of the very
neighborhoods that the violence prevention programs were intented to help. While public officials and social
scientists often attribute the violence - and the failure of the programs - to a lack of community in poor
neighborhoods, closer study reveals another source of community division: local politics.

Through an ethnographic case study of Chicago's Little Village neighborhood, Wounded City dispells the
popular belief that a lack of community is the primary source of violence, arguing that competition for
political power and state resources often undermine efforts to reduce gang violence. Robert Vargas argues
that the state, through the way it governs, can contribute to distrust and division among community members,
thereby undermining social cohesion. The strategic actions taken by police officers, politicians, nonprofit
organizations, and gangs to collaborate or compete for power and resources can vary block by block,
triggering violence on some blocks while successfully preventing it on others.

A rich blend of urban politics, sociology, and criminology, Wounded City offers a cautionary tale for elected
officials, state agencies, and community based organizations involved with poor neighborhoods.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brad Black:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand
than other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Wounded City: Violent
Turf Wars in a Chicago Barrio book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Rodney Richardson:

This Wounded City: Violent Turf Wars in a Chicago Barrio usually are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Wounded City: Violent Turf Wars in a
Chicago Barrio can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book
is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Wounded City: Violent Turf Wars in a Chicago Barrio giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Margo Soares:

The particular book Wounded City: Violent Turf Wars in a Chicago Barrio will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Wounded City: Violent Turf Wars in a Chicago
Barrio is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Arthur Fabry:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Wounded City: Violent Turf Wars in a Chicago Barrio or even
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire



to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Wounded
City: Violent Turf Wars in a Chicago Barrio to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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