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When the Nazis invaded Poland, a family is split apart. The parents are sent to
one concentration camp, their son to another. Only his father's gift, a harmonica,
keeps the boy's hopes alive and, miraculously, ensures his survival.

Tony Johnston's powerful story, inspired by the life of a Holocaust survivor, is
enhanced by Ron Mazellan's luminous artwork.

A testament to the human spirit and the transcendent power of music.
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When the Nazis invaded Poland, a family is split apart. The parents are sent to one concentration camp, their
son to another. Only his father's gift, a harmonica, keeps the boy's hopes alive and, miraculously, ensures his
survival.

Tony Johnston's powerful story, inspired by the life of a Holocaust survivor, is enhanced by Ron Mazellan's
luminous artwork.

A testament to the human spirit and the transcendent power of music.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 3-6-Inspired by the story of a Holocaust survivor, this exquisite picture book is poignant and
powerful. Simple sentences charged with delicate word choices briefly recount the first-person narration of a
poor but happy boy and his parents in Poland who were captured, split up, and taken to concentration camps.
The youngster manages to take with him the harmonica his father gave him, on which he plays Schubert. The
commandant of the camp learns of his talents and orders him to, "Play, Jew!" The boy complies-and finds
out that the whole camp hears him and takes heart from the music. The mixed-media illustrations change
from a warm to cold palette to underscore the move from home to camp. While the story is set in World War
II, the theme is broader, and makes a case for the power of music/art to support and sustain humanity. There
is an appended note about the life of Henryk Rosmaryn.
Cris Riedel, Ellis B. Hyde Elementary School, Dansville, NY
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Gr. 3-6. Based on a true survivor story, this powerful picture book is yet another astonishing Holocaust
account for discussion. A Polish Jewish child, blissfully happy with his loving parents, gets a harmonica
from his coal-miner father and learns to play Schubert while his parents dance. The realistic mixed-media,
double-page illustrations contrast that glowing warmth of home with the darkness that comes when Nazi
soldiers break down the door, separate the boy from his family, and send him to the camps. His harmonica
becomes his solace. The commandant hears about the child's playing. He orders the boy to play Schubert and
throws him bread. In the end, however, the music does nothing to humanize the brutal Nazis. In fact, one
unforgettable picture shows the commandant blissfully listening to the music, one hand over his heart and the
other holding a whip. The home memories are idyllic, but there's absolutely no sentimentality about the
child's survival. Johnston gives children and grown-ups lots to talk about here--for example, Can a person be
both sensitive and cruel? Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Tony Johnston is the author of over 100 books for children, including THE CAT WITH SEVEN NAMES
and THE BARN OWLS. She lives in California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Renee Middleton:

The book The Harmonica give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Harmonica for being your habit, you can get
a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like wide open and read a guide The Harmonica. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Joseph Vargas:

This The Harmonica is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
information accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Harmonica in
your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Dennis Rodriguez:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The Harmonica this publication consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Irene Carpenter:

Beside this The Harmonica in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if
you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Harmonica because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this
book in addition to read it from now!
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