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The ten chapters of «Proverbs Speak Louder Than Words» present a composite
picture of the richness of proverbs as significant expressions of folk wisdom as is
manifest from their appearance in art, culture, folklore, history, literature, and the
mass media. The first chapter surveys the multifaceted aspects of paremiology
(the study of proverbs), with the second chapter illustrating the paremiological
work by the American folklorist Alan Dundes. The next two chapters look at the
effective role that proverbs play in the mass media, where they are cited in their
traditional wording or as innovative anti-proverbs. The fifth chapter discusses
proverbs as expressions of the worldview of New England. This is followed by
two chapters on the proverbial prowess of American presidents, to wit the
proverbial style in the correspondence between John and Abigail Adams and a
discussion of Abraham Lincoln’s apocryphal proverb «Don’t swap horses in the
middle of the stream.» The eighth chapter traces the tradition of proverb
iconography from medieval woodcuts to Pieter Bruegel the Elder and on to
modern caricatures, cartoons, and comic strips. The last two chapters deal with
the origin and history of the proverbial expression «to tilt at windmills» as an
allusion to Cervantes’ Don Quixote and the many proverbial utterances in
Mozart’s letters. The book draws attention to the fact that proverbs as
metaphorical signs continue to play an important role in oral and written
communication. Proverbs as socalled monumenta humana are omnipresent in all
facets of life, and while they are neither sacrosanct nor saccharine, they usually
offer much common sense or wisdom based on recurrent experiences and
observations.
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The ten chapters of «Proverbs Speak Louder Than Words» present a composite picture of the richness of
proverbs as significant expressions of folk wisdom as is manifest from their appearance in art, culture,
folklore, history, literature, and the mass media. The first chapter surveys the multifaceted aspects of
paremiology (the study of proverbs), with the second chapter illustrating the paremiological work by the
American folklorist Alan Dundes. The next two chapters look at the effective role that proverbs play in the
mass media, where they are cited in their traditional wording or as innovative anti-proverbs. The fifth chapter
discusses proverbs as expressions of the worldview of New England. This is followed by two chapters on the
proverbial prowess of American presidents, to wit the proverbial style in the correspondence between John
and Abigail Adams and a discussion of Abraham Lincoln’s apocryphal proverb «Don’t swap horses in the
middle of the stream.» The eighth chapter traces the tradition of proverb iconography from medieval
woodcuts to Pieter Bruegel the Elder and on to modern caricatures, cartoons, and comic strips. The last two
chapters deal with the origin and history of the proverbial expression «to tilt at windmills» as an allusion to
Cervantes’ Don Quixote and the many proverbial utterances in Mozart’s letters. The book draws attention to
the fact that proverbs as metaphorical signs continue to play an important role in oral and written
communication. Proverbs as socalled monumenta humana are omnipresent in all facets of life, and while
they are neither sacrosanct nor saccharine, they usually offer much common sense or wisdom based on
recurrent experiences and observations.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
The Author: Wolfgang Mieder is Professor of German and Folklore at the University of Vermont. He is an
internationally acclaimed paremiologist and the founding editor of Proverbium: Yearbook of International
Proverb Scholarship. His many books and articles deal with cultural, folkloristic, historical, literary, and
philological topics. Among his recent books in English are Strategies of Wisdom: Anglo-American and
German Proverb Studies (2000), «No Struggle, No Progress»: Frederick Douglass and His Proverbial
Rhetoric for Civil Rights (2001), «Call a Spade a Spade»: From Classical Phrase to Racial Slur (2002),
Cognition, Comprehension, and Communication: North American Proverb Scholarship (2003), Proverbs: A
Handbook (2004), Proverbs Are the Best Policy: Folk Wisdom and American Politics (2005), «Old Proverbs
Never Die, They Just Diversify»: A Collection of Anti-Proverbs (2006; with Anna T. Litovkina), and
International Proverb Bibliography: Annotated Scholarship on Paremiology and Phraseology (2008).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeanne Pratt:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This «Proverbs Speak Louder Than Words»:
Wisdom in Art, Culture, Folklore, History, Literature and Mass Media is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Michael Anderson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This «Proverbs Speak Louder Than Words»: Wisdom in Art, Culture,
Folklore, History, Literature and Mass Media book is readable through you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with «Proverbs Speak Louder
Than Words»: Wisdom in Art, Culture, Folklore, History, Literature and Mass Media content conveys the
thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking «Proverbs Speak Louder Than Words»:
Wisdom in Art, Culture, Folklore, History, Literature and Mass Media is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Rosa Rodriguez:

This book untitled «Proverbs Speak Louder Than Words»: Wisdom in Art, Culture, Folklore, History,



Literature and Mass Media to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when
you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book
retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Harvey Lee:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This «Proverbs Speak Louder Than
Words»: Wisdom in Art, Culture, Folklore, History, Literature and Mass Media is simple to create you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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