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Editorial Review

From Booklist
It is often difficult to locate biographical information about modern artists. If the artist is female and not well
known, the task is even more difficult. North American Women Artists of the Twentieth Century is the most
comprehensive source to date on women artists in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico during this century. Penny
Dunford's Biographical Dictionary of Women Artists in Europe and America since 1850 (Univ. of
Pennsylvania, 1990) is broader in scope geographically but covers approximately 800 artists compared with
the 1,500 included here. A comparison of the two dictionaries revealed that few of the artists included in
North American Women Artists are also listed in Dunford. Contemporary Artists (St. James, 1989) includes
no artist deceased before 1960, a restriction not shared by North American Women Artists. Furthermore, a
comparison of artists covered in the two sources indicated that only the best-known artists in North American
Women Artists were also included in Contemporary Artists.

Jules Heller is professor emeritus of art at Arizona State University, and Nancy Heller is associate professor
of art at the University of the Arts in Philadelphia. Articles were contributed by 110 scholars, most of them
associated with academic institutions or museum or gallery professionals. Many of the contributors are from
Canada; only two are from Mexico. Articles on Mexican artists are among the many that the Hellers wrote
themselves. The Hellers state that their "NAFTA-like approach" is intended to create better understanding
among artists in these countries. Artists included were born before 1960, lived and worked primarily in
North America, and "made serious professional commitment to the visual arts." Among those artists included
are paper makers, photographers, potters, fiber artists, illustrators, conceptual artists, performance artists, and
installationists as well as sculptors, painters, and printmakers. Included are Frida Kahlo, Georgia O'Keeffe,
Louise Nevelson, Laurie Anderson, Cindy Sherman, and Anna Mary Robertson (Grandma) Moses, as well as
performance artists Karen Finley and Yoko Ono, environmental artists Helen Mayer Harrison and Mierle
Laderman Ukeles, the anonymous group Guerrilla Girls, illustrator Wanda Gag, and quiltmaker Faith
Ringgold. North American Women Artists is especially notable for its inclusion of Inuit and Native American
artists.

Entries are arranged alphabetically and include birth and death dates, an article on the artist's life and work,
and a bibliography. Entries are uneven in length, in approach (biographical versus professional), and in
quality. Curiously, some artists currently in the public eye are allowed very little space. For example, Jenny
Holzer and Barbara Kruger are each allotted about half a column. Some articles consist almost exclusively of
lists of exhibitions, awards, honors, and grants but include little about the artist's personal background or the
nature of her work. For example, the article on Patricia Oleszko consists of such a list, while describing her
work only as a "performance artist." There are many thorough, detailed articles with good descriptions of the
artists' works. Bibliographies are also uneven. Some appear to be lists of sources consulted, while others
seem to be thoughtfully selected sources for further reading. Sources cited include reference works,
catalogues raisonnes, museum and gallery publications, government publications, surveys that include
information on the artist, and articles in journals, newspapers, and the popular and alternative press. French-
and Spanish-language publications are included for Canadian and Mexican artists. Many are not as up-to-
date as they should be. The most recent bibliographic entry for Barbara Kruger is eight years old, the most
recent item for Laurie Anderson was published in 1989, and the most recent item listed in Louise Nevelson's
bibliography was written five years before her death in 1988.

The dictionary includes 100 full-page black-and-white plates grouped in three sections. Captions note artists,
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title, medium, size, and location. No references to the plates are included in the entries. If the purpose of the
book is to familiarize readers with the artists covered, it would have been preferable to include more, smaller
illustrations close to the entries. The book includes an index by artist's name that just replicates the order in
which entries are arranged.

Even an imperfect source on women artists is welcome if it is as comprehensive as this one. North American
Women Artists is recommended for all academic and large public libraries and for all art collections.

From the Back Cover
It is entirely appropriate to ask, 'Why another work on women artists?' More specifically, 'Why this North
American Free Trade Agreement, this NAFTA-like approach which embraces women artists from Canada,
Mexico, and the United States. As researchers, we have been frustrated many times by being unable to locate
basic information about many of the artists included in this volume, especially those working outside the
United States. Another reason for producing this particular kind of reference book, to try and create a better
understanding between and among the artists and art audiences in these three countries.

About the Author
Nancy G. Heller is Professor of Art History at The University of the Arts in Philadelphia. The author of
"Women Artists: An Illustrated History" and "Women Artists: Works from the National Museum of Women
in the Arts," Heller has received awards from the National Endowment for the Humanities and the
Smithsonian Institution.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandy Gonsalves:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book North American Women Artists of the Twentieth
Century: A Biographical Dictionary (Garland Reference Library of the Humanities) was making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The e-book North American Women Artists of the Twentieth Century: A Biographical Dictionary
(Garland Reference Library of the Humanities) is not only giving you much more new information but also
being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship using the book North American Women Artists of the Twentieth Century: A
Biographical Dictionary (Garland Reference Library of the Humanities). You never feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Anthony Callahan:

Why? Because this North American Women Artists of the Twentieth Century: A Biographical Dictionary
(Garland Reference Library of the Humanities) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for
you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.



Cynthia Haynes:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like North American Women Artists
of the Twentieth Century: A Biographical Dictionary (Garland Reference Library of the Humanities) which
is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Henry Stanton:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this North American Women Artists of the Twentieth Century: A Biographical
Dictionary (Garland Reference Library of the Humanities) can make you sense more interested to read.

Download and Read Online North American Women Artists of the
Twentieth Century: A Biographical Dictionary (Garland Reference
Library of the Humanities) From Brand: Routledge
#WF38CO6IYV4



Read North American Women Artists of the Twentieth Century: A
Biographical Dictionary (Garland Reference Library of the
Humanities) From Brand: Routledge for online ebook

North American Women Artists of the Twentieth Century: A Biographical Dictionary (Garland Reference
Library of the Humanities) From Brand: Routledge Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good
books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online,
books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read North
American Women Artists of the Twentieth Century: A Biographical Dictionary (Garland Reference Library
of the Humanities) From Brand: Routledge books to read online.

Online North American Women Artists of the Twentieth Century: A Biographical
Dictionary (Garland Reference Library of the Humanities) From Brand: Routledge
ebook PDF download

North American Women Artists of the Twentieth Century: A Biographical Dictionary (Garland
Reference Library of the Humanities) From Brand: Routledge Doc

North American Women Artists of the Twentieth Century: A Biographical Dictionary (Garland Reference Library of the
Humanities) From Brand: Routledge Mobipocket

North American Women Artists of the Twentieth Century: A Biographical Dictionary (Garland Reference Library of the
Humanities) From Brand: Routledge EPub

WF38CO6IYV4: North American Women Artists of the Twentieth Century: A Biographical Dictionary (Garland
Reference Library of the Humanities) From Brand: Routledge


