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Among traditionally educated scholars in the Islamic world there is much
disagreement on the crises that afflict modern Muslim societies and how best to
deal with them, and the debates have grown more urgent since 9/11. Through an
analysis of the work of Muhammad Rashid Rida and Yusuf al-Qaradawi in the
Arab Middle East and a number of scholars belonging to the Deobandi
orientation in colonial and contemporary South Asia, this book examines some of
the most important issues facing the Muslim world since the late nineteenth
century. These include the challenges to the binding claims of a long-established
scholarly consensus, evolving conceptions of the common good, and discourses
on religious education, the legal rights of women, social and economic justice,
and violence and terrorism. The debates, marked by extensive engagement with
Islam's foundational texts and legal tradition, afford vital insights into the
ongoing contestations on religious authority and on evolving conceptions of
Islam in the Muslim public sphere. This wide-ranging study by a leading scholar
of Islamic intellectual history provides the depth and the comparative perspective
necessary for an understanding of the ferment that characterizes contemporary
Islam.
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Among traditionally educated scholars in the Islamic world there is much disagreement on the crises that
afflict modern Muslim societies and how best to deal with them, and the debates have grown more urgent
since 9/11. Through an analysis of the work of Muhammad Rashid Rida and Yusuf al-Qaradawi in the Arab
Middle East and a number of scholars belonging to the Deobandi orientation in colonial and contemporary
South Asia, this book examines some of the most important issues facing the Muslim world since the late
nineteenth century. These include the challenges to the binding claims of a long-established scholarly
consensus, evolving conceptions of the common good, and discourses on religious education, the legal rights
of women, social and economic justice, and violence and terrorism. The debates, marked by extensive
engagement with Islam's foundational texts and legal tradition, afford vital insights into the ongoing
contestations on religious authority and on evolving conceptions of Islam in the Muslim public sphere. This
wide-ranging study by a leading scholar of Islamic intellectual history provides the depth and the
comparative perspective necessary for an understanding of the ferment that characterizes contemporary
Islam.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Few books will shape the subfield of Islamic studies in the manner that Muhammad Qasim Zaman's
refreshing interpretation of traditional religious thought in the modern period promises to do ... Inspired by
Zaman's example, future scholarship dedicated to Islamic law and society will render the field a great service
by also taking the hermeneutical battles to some of the narratives generated by macro-political and economic
conditions that impact Muslim practices and ideas."
Ebrahim Moosa, Journal of the American Academy of Religion

About the Author
Muhammad Qasim Zaman is Robert H. Niehaus '77 Professor of Near Eastern Studies and Religion at
Princeton University, New Jersey. He is the author of Religion and Politics under the Early Abbasids and
The Ulama in Contemporary Islam, among other works.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lupe Ware:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Modern Islamic Thought in a Radical Age:
Religious Authority and Internal Criticism. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important a book Modern Islamic Thought in a Radical Age: Religious
Authority and Internal Criticism. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Jennifer Case:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Modern Islamic Thought in
a Radical Age: Religious Authority and Internal Criticism book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Breanne Gardner:

Often the book Modern Islamic Thought in a Radical Age: Religious Authority and Internal Criticism will



bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Modern Islamic
Thought in a Radical Age: Religious Authority and Internal Criticism is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Adriana Cornell:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Modern Islamic Thought in a Radical Age: Religious Authority
and Internal Criticism why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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