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The New York Times bestselling biography of John Wayne: “authoritative and
enormously engaging…Eyman takes you through Wayne’s life, his death, and his
legend in a detailed, remarkably knowledgeable yet extremely readable way”
(Peter Bogdanovich, The New York Times Book Review).

John Wayne died more than thirty years ago, but he remains one of today’s five
favorite movie stars. The celebrated Hollywood icon comes fully to life in this
complex portrait by noted film historian and master biographer Scott Eyman.

Exploring Wayne’s early life with a difficult mother and a feckless father,
“Eyman gets at the details that the bean-counters and myth-spinners
miss…Wayne’s intimates have told things here that they’ve never told anyone
else” (Los Angeles Times). Eyman makes startling connections to Wayne’s later
days as an anti-Communist conservative, his stormy marriages to Latina women,
and his notorious—and surprisingly long-lived—passionate affair with Marlene
Dietrich. He also draws on the actor’s own business records and, of course, his
storied film career.

“We all think we know John Wayne, in part because he seemed to be playing
himself in movie after movie. Yet as Eyman carefully lays out, ‘John Wayne’
was an invention, a persona created layer by layer by an ambitious young actor”
(The Washington Post). This is the most nuanced and sympathetic portrait
available of the man who became a symbol of his country at mid-century, a
cultural icon and quintessential American male against whom other screen heroes
are still compared.
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The New York Times bestselling biography of John Wayne: “authoritative and enormously
engaging…Eyman takes you through Wayne’s life, his death, and his legend in a detailed, remarkably
knowledgeable yet extremely readable way” (Peter Bogdanovich, The New York Times Book Review).

John Wayne died more than thirty years ago, but he remains one of today’s five favorite movie stars. The
celebrated Hollywood icon comes fully to life in this complex portrait by noted film historian and master
biographer Scott Eyman.

Exploring Wayne’s early life with a difficult mother and a feckless father, “Eyman gets at the details that the
bean-counters and myth-spinners miss…Wayne’s intimates have told things here that they’ve never told
anyone else” (Los Angeles Times). Eyman makes startling connections to Wayne’s later days as an anti-
Communist conservative, his stormy marriages to Latina women, and his notorious—and surprisingly long-
lived—passionate affair with Marlene Dietrich. He also draws on the actor’s own business records and, of
course, his storied film career.

“We all think we know John Wayne, in part because he seemed to be playing himself in movie after movie.
Yet as Eyman carefully lays out, ‘John Wayne’ was an invention, a persona created layer by layer by an
ambitious young actor” (The Washington Post). This is the most nuanced and sympathetic portrait available
of the man who became a symbol of his country at mid-century, a cultural icon and quintessential American
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gabrielle Ponds:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed John Wayne: The
Life and Legend? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Raymond Brown:

The knowledge that you get from John Wayne: The Life and Legend is a more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but John Wayne: The Life and Legend giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the
idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of John Wayne: The Life and Legend
instantly.

Daniel Johnson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
space of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be go through. John
Wayne: The Life and Legend can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare
time problems.

Mildred Lyons:

The book untitled John Wayne: The Life and Legend contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains
your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in
the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.
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