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Anne Waldman takes the opportunity with this twentieth-anniversary expanded
edition to add twenty poems to this collection that brings into focus her lifelong
engagement with “Chant” as central to contemporary performative poetry.

Here are spells, invocations, laments, ritual rants. Archaic beliefs in magic and
ecstasy meet current notions of the power of the spoken word. Waldman writes,
"The poem is a textured energy field or modal structure. The poems for
performance seem to manifest as psychological states of mind. They come
together in a mental, verbal, physical, and emotional form, making their
particular demands on my voice and body. I am the ‘energumen.’ The poem is
the experience." Also included in this book are three essays on the oral tradition
in poetry. One essay discusses the history and occasion of the title poem. The
others treat such topics as performance art and poetic tradition, ethnopoetics,
intoxication and transformation, Tibetan Buddhism, and the renewed ascendency
of feminine energy in writing. Anne Waldman, world renowned for her high-
energy poetry performances, is the author of over thirty books and chapbooks of
poetry. She is the co-founder and director of The Jack Kerouac School of
Disembodied Poetics at the Naropa Institute in Boulder, Colorado.

"Anne Waldman is one of the fastest, wisest women to run with the wolves in
some time." — The New York Times Book Review

Anne Waldman, world renowned for her high-energy poetry performances, is the
co-founder and director of The Jack Kerouac School of Disembodied Poetics at
the Naropa Institute in Boulder, Colorado. She is the author of over thirty books
and chapbooks of poetry including The Iovis Trilogy: Colors in the Mechanism of
Concealment, Voice's Daughter of a Heart Yet to be Born, and
Manatee/Humanity (Penguin Poets).
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Anne Waldman takes the opportunity with this twentieth-anniversary expanded edition to add twenty poems
to this collection that brings into focus her lifelong engagement with “Chant” as central to contemporary
performative poetry.

Here are spells, invocations, laments, ritual rants. Archaic beliefs in magic and ecstasy meet current notions
of the power of the spoken word. Waldman writes, "The poem is a textured energy field or modal structure.
The poems for performance seem to manifest as psychological states of mind. They come together in a
mental, verbal, physical, and emotional form, making their particular demands on my voice and body. I am
the ‘energumen.’ The poem is the experience." Also included in this book are three essays on the oral
tradition in poetry. One essay discusses the history and occasion of the title poem. The others treat such
topics as performance art and poetic tradition, ethnopoetics, intoxication and transformation, Tibetan
Buddhism, and the renewed ascendency of feminine energy in writing. Anne Waldman, world renowned for
her high-energy poetry performances, is the author of over thirty books and chapbooks of poetry. She is the
co-founder and director of The Jack Kerouac School of Disembodied Poetics at the Naropa Institute in
Boulder, Colorado.

"Anne Waldman is one of the fastest, wisest women to run with the wolves in some time." — The New York
Times Book Review

Anne Waldman, world renowned for her high-energy poetry performances, is the co-founder and director of
The Jack Kerouac School of Disembodied Poetics at the Naropa Institute in Boulder, Colorado. She is the
author of over thirty books and chapbooks of poetry including The Iovis Trilogy: Colors in the Mechanism of
Concealment, Voice's Daughter of a Heart Yet to be Born, and Manatee/Humanity (Penguin Poets).
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
This expanded edition of Anne Waldman's poems and essays adds 20 poems and three essays to the original.
Published in City Lights' Pocket Poets series, the collection is the perfect size to carry in a pocket or purse.
The poems, however, are powerhouses meant to be read aloud. Waldman reigns as queen of the performance
poem; in this book she focuses on the chant and the ritual rant. She's "here to sing the power," and, believe
me, you can feel it.

From Library Journal
This 20th-anniversary reprint contains all of the poems published in the author's previous 1975 and 1978
editions plus 20 new poems and three essays on the history of the title piece and poetic tradition (LJ
9/15/75).
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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Chants and essays by Waldman are presented in an expanded, updated edition which adds twenty poems to a
classic collection. The reprint of this 1975 classic in its new form promises to introduce new audiences to
Waldman's famous work. -- Midwest Book Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Veronica Roberts:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Fast Speaking Woman: Chants and Essays (City Lights Pocket
Poets Series). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important any book Fast Speaking Woman: Chants and Essays (City Lights Pocket Poets Series). You can
add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Fred Swett:

This book untitled Fast Speaking Woman: Chants and Essays (City Lights Pocket Poets Series) to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it through online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Teresa Spillman:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Fast Speaking Woman: Chants and Essays (City Lights Pocket Poets
Series) can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Peter Christensen:

Exactly why? Because this Fast Speaking Woman: Chants and Essays (City Lights Pocket Poets Series) is an



unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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