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Fashion, and the glossy magazines it inhabits, allow Western culture to dream. It
permits a person to fantasize and to experiment with new identities. It flaunts
glamour and success. Appearance becomes something to be perfected and
admired.

These dreams and freedoms, Rebecca Arnold proposes, are contradictory.
Fashion and its surrounding imagery elicit fear and anxiety in their consumers as
well as pleasure. Fashion has come to incorporate the underside of modern life,
with violence and decay becoming a dominant theme in clothing design and
photography.

Arnold draws on diverse written sources to explore the complex nature of
modern fashion. She discusses a range of key themes: how fashion uses and
abuses the power of wealth; the alienating promotion of "good" taste; the power
plays of sex and display; and how identities can be blurred to disguise and
confuse. In order to unravel the contradictory emotions of desire and anxiety they
provoke, she never loses sight of the historical and cultural contexts in which
fashion designers and photographers perform.

Generously illustrated, Fashion, Desire and Anxiety focuses on the last thirty
years, from photographic works of the 1970s to the beginning of the twenty-first
century.
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Fashion, and the glossy magazines it inhabits, allow Western culture to dream. It permits a person to
fantasize and to experiment with new identities. It flaunts glamour and success. Appearance becomes
something to be perfected and admired.

These dreams and freedoms, Rebecca Arnold proposes, are contradictory. Fashion and its surrounding
imagery elicit fear and anxiety in their consumers as well as pleasure. Fashion has come to incorporate the
underside of modern life, with violence and decay becoming a dominant theme in clothing design and
photography.

Arnold draws on diverse written sources to explore the complex nature of modern fashion. She discusses a
range of key themes: how fashion uses and abuses the power of wealth; the alienating promotion of "good"
taste; the power plays of sex and display; and how identities can be blurred to disguise and confuse. In order
to unravel the contradictory emotions of desire and anxiety they provoke, she never loses sight of the
historical and cultural contexts in which fashion designers and photographers perform.

Generously illustrated, Fashion, Desire and Anxiety focuses on the last thirty years, from photographic
works of the 1970s to the beginning of the twenty-first century.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... presents a fast-paced yet comprehensive study that provides surprise connections between fashion and the
wide culture on every page." -- -Shari Benstock, coeditor of Footnotes: On Shoes

"Arnold presents a fast-paced yet comprehensive study that provides surprise connections between fashion
and the wide culture on every page." -- Shari Benstock, coeditor of Footnotes: On Shoes

From the Back Cover
Fashion, and the glossy magazines it inhabits, allow Western culture to dream. It permits a person to
fantasize and to experiment with new identities. It flaunts glamour and success. Appearance becomes
something to be perfected and admired. These dreams and freedoms, Rebecca Arnold proposes, are
contradictory. Fashion and its surrounding imagery elicit fear and anxiety in their consumers as well as
pleasure. Fashion has come to incorporate the underside of modern life, with violence and decay becoming a
dominant theme in clothing design and photography. Arnold draws on diverse written sources to explore the
complex nature of modern fashion. She discusses a range of key themes: how fashion uses and abuses the
power of wealth; the alienating promotion of "good" taste; the power plays of sex and display; and how
identities can be blurred to disguise and confuse. In order to unravel the contradictory emotions of desire and
anxiety they provoke, she never loses sight of the historical and cultural contexts in which fashion designers
and photographers perform.

Generously illustrated, Fashion, Desire and Anxiety focuses on the last thirty years, from photographic
works of the 1970s to the beginning of the twenty-first century.

About the Author
Rebecca Arnold is a senior lecturer in cultural studies, fashion history and theory at Central Saint Martins
College of Art and Design in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ramona Johnson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Fashion, Desire and Anxiety: Image and
Morality in the Twentieth Century is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Steven Weathers:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them



household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book Fashion, Desire and Anxiety: Image and Morality in the Twentieth Century it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book has high quality.

Hollie Hoffman:

This Fashion, Desire and Anxiety: Image and Morality in the Twentieth Century is great reserve for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can
declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Fashion, Desire and Anxiety: Image and Morality in the Twentieth Century in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Myra Hackett:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Fashion, Desire and Anxiety: Image and Morality in the Twentieth Century when you needed it?
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