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This is the first extensive study of ecological virtue ethics and the new rhetoric of
environmentalists. Based on a wide-ranging survey of environmental literature,
Louke van Wensveen offers an overview of current "green" virtue language and
proposes the basic elements of a matching ecological virtue theory, dubbed "dirty
virtues" by ecological philosophers.

Environmental ethics is not exhausted by debates about the need to preserve
rivers, our duties to bioregions, and the intrinsic value of nonhuman nature;
rather, ecoliterature also contains a rich virtue language. Highlighting the
integrity, diversity, internal tensions, dynamism, and visionary character of this
ecological virtue language, the author shows both its historical roots and
innovative features. Van Wensveen illustrates a widespread awareness of
attitudes and habits that help or harm our relations with the nonhuman world. She
includes a unique catalog of 189 virtues and 174 vices that mark the vision and
praxis of people committed to ecological flourishing.

The second part of Dirty Virtues presents carefully crafted criteria to help discern
genuine virtue and vice in an ecological age. Her arguments are distinguished by
a critical balance of moral sources, including Aristotelian virtue theory, Christian
tradition, women's experiences, psychological theory, and metaphorical
representations of nonhuman nature.

Methodologically innovative and boldly interdisciplinary, Dirty Virtues will
challenge and inspire virtue theorists, as well as environmental ethicists and
theologians.
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This is the first extensive study of ecological virtue ethics and the new rhetoric of environmentalists. Based
on a wide-ranging survey of environmental literature, Louke van Wensveen offers an overview of current
"green" virtue language and proposes the basic elements of a matching ecological virtue theory, dubbed
"dirty virtues" by ecological philosophers.

Environmental ethics is not exhausted by debates about the need to preserve rivers, our duties to bioregions,
and the intrinsic value of nonhuman nature; rather, ecoliterature also contains a rich virtue language.
Highlighting the integrity, diversity, internal tensions, dynamism, and visionary character of this ecological
virtue language, the author shows both its historical roots and innovative features. Van Wensveen illustrates
a widespread awareness of attitudes and habits that help or harm our relations with the nonhuman world. She
includes a unique catalog of 189 virtues and 174 vices that mark the vision and praxis of people committed
to ecological flourishing.

The second part of Dirty Virtues presents carefully crafted criteria to help discern genuine virtue and vice in
an ecological age. Her arguments are distinguished by a critical balance of moral sources, including
Aristotelian virtue theory, Christian tradition, women's experiences, psychological theory, and metaphorical
representations of nonhuman nature.

Methodologically innovative and boldly interdisciplinary, Dirty Virtues will challenge and inspire virtue
theorists, as well as environmental ethicists and theologians.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...a fascinating mixture of tradition and innovation." -- Environmental Ethics, Vol. 23, Summer 2001

"It brings a major focus in ethics--virtue--to ecological literature and vice versa. The result is a rich gathering
of insights and a new agenda." -- Larry Rasmussen, author of EARTH COMMUNITY, EARTH ETHICS

About the Author
Louke van Wensveen (Los Angeles, CA) is assistant professor of theological studies at Loyola Marymount
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Micah Stahlman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Dirty Virtues: The Emergence of Ecological Virtue Ethics. Try to
make book Dirty Virtues: The Emergence of Ecological Virtue Ethics as your friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Edward Upton:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Dirty Virtues: The Emergence of Ecological Virtue Ethics
book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer of Dirty Virtues: The Emergence of Ecological Virtue Ethics content conveys prospect easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by
means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Dirty Virtues: The Emergence of Ecological Virtue Ethics is
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Rex Oswald:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you



want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Dirty Virtues:
The Emergence of Ecological Virtue Ethics will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Edna Dixon:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Dirty Virtues: The Emergence of Ecological Virtue Ethics when you essential it?
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