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This book conclusively demonstrates that direct democracy—institutions like the
ballot initiative and the referendum—endangers the rights of minorities and
perpetuates a tyranny of the majority. While advocates of direct democracy
advocate that these institutions protect citizens from corrupt lawmakers beholden
to special interests, Daniel Lewis’s thorough investigation shows how such mass
participation exposes minority groups to negative policy outcomes favored by
only a slim majority of voters. Some would argue that greater democratic
responsiveness is a positive outcome, but without the checks and balances of a
representative, separated powers system that encourages deliberation and
minority representation, minority rights are at increased risk under direct
democracy institutions.

While research has been presented that supports both sides of the debate, the
existing literature has yet to produce consistent and compelling evidence in favor
of one side or the other. This book undertakes a comprehensive examination of
the "tyranny of the majority" critique of direct democracy by examining a host of
contemporary American state policies that affect the rights of a variety of
minority groups. By assessing the impact of direct democracy on both ballot
measures and traditional legislation, the book provides a more complete picture
of how citizen legislative institutions can affect minority rights, covering a
myriad of contemporary (and sometimes controversial) minority rights issues,
including same-sex marriage, affirmative action, official English, hate crimes
laws, racial profiling, and anti-discrimination laws.
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The book is unique in its approach and scope, making it compelling for scholars
interested in direct democracy, state politics, minority politics and electoral
institutions, as well as American politics generally.
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This book conclusively demonstrates that direct democracy—institutions like the ballot initiative and the
referendum—endangers the rights of minorities and perpetuates a tyranny of the majority. While advocates
of direct democracy advocate that these institutions protect citizens from corrupt lawmakers beholden to
special interests, Daniel Lewis’s thorough investigation shows how such mass participation exposes minority
groups to negative policy outcomes favored by only a slim majority of voters. Some would argue that greater
democratic responsiveness is a positive outcome, but without the checks and balances of a representative,
separated powers system that encourages deliberation and minority representation, minority rights are at
increased risk under direct democracy institutions.

While research has been presented that supports both sides of the debate, the existing literature has yet to
produce consistent and compelling evidence in favor of one side or the other. This book undertakes a
comprehensive examination of the "tyranny of the majority" critique of direct democracy by examining a
host of contemporary American state policies that affect the rights of a variety of minority groups. By
assessing the impact of direct democracy on both ballot measures and traditional legislation, the book
provides a more complete picture of how citizen legislative institutions can affect minority rights, covering a
myriad of contemporary (and sometimes controversial) minority rights issues, including same-sex marriage,
affirmative action, official English, hate crimes laws, racial profiling, and anti-discrimination laws.

The book is unique in its approach and scope, making it compelling for scholars interested in direct
democracy, state politics, minority politics and electoral institutions, as well as American politics generally.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Examining a range of controversial public policies in the American states, Daniel Lewis' exceptionally
accessible book takes on the thorny question of whether ballot measures undermine the rights of minorities.
His empirical findings, which should be of interest scholars and practitioners alike, suggest that when rights
are contingent on majority preferences, minorities are indeed at risk."
?Daniel A. Smith, University of Florida

"This study makes a careful and multi-faceted empirical investigation into the important question of whether
direct democracy threatens the rights of political minorities. Focusing on some of the most significant
minority-rights issues of the day, Lewis uncovers a complex dynamic in which political institutions and
public opinion interact to shape how states choose to protect (and not protect) their political minorities. This
study provides the most nuanced understanding to date of this timely political issue."

?Elisabeth Gerber, University of Michigan

"Lewis’ analysis is careful, nuanced, and compelling. He presents the strongest evidence to date that the
citizen initiative undermines representative democracy and endangers the rights of political minorities."

?Justin Phillips, Columbia University

About the Author

Daniel C. Lewis is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at Siena College. His research examines state
political institutions and public policy. His work on direct democracy, legislative term limits, policy
diffusion, LGBT politics and federalism has been published in a number of leading political science journals.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Butler:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the
Tyranny of the Majority in the American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation)
book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide
to you. The writer connected with Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the
Tyranny of the Majority in the American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation)
content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Direct Democracy and
Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the Tyranny of the Majority in the American States



(Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Joshua Smith:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical
Assessment of the Tyranny of the Majority in the American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy
and Representation) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Carole Houston:

The book untitled Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the Tyranny of the
Majority in the American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation) contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published
by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice learn.

Cynthia Tso:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the Tyranny of the Majority in
the American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation) we can get more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Direct
Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the Tyranny of the Majority in the American
States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation). You can more inviting than now.
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