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When darkness falls, storms rage, fog settles, or lights fail, pilots are forced to
make "instrument landings," relying on technology and training to guide them
through typically the most dangerous part of any flight. In this original study,
Erik M. Conway recounts one of the most important stories in aviation history:
the evolution of aircraft landing aids that make landing safe and routine in almost
all weather conditions. Discussing technologies such as the Loth leader-cable
system, the American National Bureau of Standards system, and, its descendants,
the Instrument Landing System, the MIT-Army-Sperry Gyroscope microwave
blind landing system, and the MIT Radiation Lab's radar-based Ground
Controlled Approach system, Conway interweaves technological change, training
innovation, and pilots' experiences to examine the evolution of blind landing
technologies. He shows how systems originally intended to produce routine, all-
weather blind landings gradually developed into routine instrument-guided
approaches. Even so, after two decades of development and experience, pilots
still did not want to place the most critical phase of flight, the landing, entirely in
technology's invisible hand. By the end of World War II, the very concept of
landing blind therefore had disappeared from the trade literature, a victim of
human limitations.
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When darkness falls, storms rage, fog settles, or lights fail, pilots are forced to make "instrument landings,"
relying on technology and training to guide them through typically the most dangerous part of any flight. In
this original study, Erik M. Conway recounts one of the most important stories in aviation history: the
evolution of aircraft landing aids that make landing safe and routine in almost all weather conditions.
Discussing technologies such as the Loth leader-cable system, the American National Bureau of Standards
system, and, its descendants, the Instrument Landing System, the MIT-Army-Sperry Gyroscope microwave
blind landing system, and the MIT Radiation Lab's radar-based Ground Controlled Approach system,
Conway interweaves technological change, training innovation, and pilots' experiences to examine the
evolution of blind landing technologies. He shows how systems originally intended to produce routine, all-
weather blind landings gradually developed into routine instrument-guided approaches. Even so, after two
decades of development and experience, pilots still did not want to place the most critical phase of flight, the
landing, entirely in technology's invisible hand. By the end of World War II, the very concept of landing
blind therefore had disappeared from the trade literature, a victim of human limitations.
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Editorial Review

Review

Compact but quite readable book; it should interest all airline passengers who wonder how pilots land safely
in an environment where they can barely see their hands before their faces.

(Choice)

A key piece in the patchwork of the history of aviation.

(Christian Gelzer Journal of Transport History)

Conway's intelligent analysis differentiates this volume from many books on the history of aviation... Blind
Landings sheds badly needed light.

(Dominick A. Pisano Isis)

Another good illustration from aviation history... of the ways in which politics, ideology, culture, and even
nature play constitutive roles in the development and use of technologies.

(Chihyung Jeon Technology and Culture)

About the Author

Erik M. Conway is a historian at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology in
Pasadena, California, and author of High-Speed Dreams: NASA and the Technopolitics of Supersonic
Transportation, 1945–1999, also published by Johns Hopkins.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Bravo:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Blind Landings: Low-Visibility Operations
in American Aviation, 1918–1958. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.



Margaret Morales:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Blind
Landings: Low-Visibility Operations in American Aviation, 1918–1958 book as beginner and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Theresa Braun:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Blind Landings: Low-Visibility
Operations in American Aviation, 1918–1958 book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Mark Authement:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Blind Landings: Low-Visibility Operations in American Aviation, 1918–1958 provide
you with new experience in studying a book.
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