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A mosaic of memories from a childhood in the Warsaw Ghetto and a life in
hiding on the other side of the wall

When six-year-old Michal Glowinski first heard the adults around him speak of
the ghetto, he understood only that the word was connected with moving-and
conjured up a fantastical image of a many-storied carriage pulled through the
streets by some umpteen horses. He was soon to learn that the ghetto was
something else entirely. A half-century later, Glowinski, now an eminent Polish
literary scholar, leads us haltingly into Nazi-occupied Poland. Scrupulously
attentive to the distance between a child's experience and an adult's reflection,
Glowinski revisits the images and episodes of his childhood: the emaciated
violinist playing a Mendelssohn concerto on the ghetto streets; his game of chess
with a Polish blackmailer threatening to deliver him to the Gestapo; and his
eventual rescue by Catholic nuns in an impoverished, distant convent. In
language at once spare and eloquent, Glowinski explores the horror of those
years, the fragility of existence, and the fragmented nature of memory itself.
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A mosaic of memories from a childhood in the Warsaw Ghetto and a life in hiding on the other side of the
wall

When six-year-old Michal Glowinski first heard the adults around him speak of the ghetto, he understood
only that the word was connected with moving-and conjured up a fantastical image of a many-storied
carriage pulled through the streets by some umpteen horses. He was soon to learn that the ghetto was
something else entirely. A half-century later, Glowinski, now an eminent Polish literary scholar, leads us
haltingly into Nazi-occupied Poland. Scrupulously attentive to the distance between a child's experience and
an adult's reflection, Glowinski revisits the images and episodes of his childhood: the emaciated violinist
playing a Mendelssohn concerto on the ghetto streets; his game of chess with a Polish blackmailer
threatening to deliver him to the Gestapo; and his eventual rescue by Catholic nuns in an impoverished,
distant convent. In language at once spare and eloquent, Glowinski explores the horror of those years, the
fragility of existence, and the fragmented nature of memory itself.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Michal Glowinski is among the most renowned literary scholars in Poland and the author of numerous works
of literary criticism, history, and theory. He is a long-time professor at the Institute of Literary Studies of the
Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw.

Marci Shore is assistant professor of history and Jewish studies at Indiana University.

Jan T. Gross is professor of politics and European Studies at New York University. He is the author of
Neighbors: The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland, a national bestseller in the U.S.
that looked at the role of the Poles of this town in aiding the Nazis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diana Sturgill:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Black Seasons. Try to stumble through book The Black
Seasons as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Kori Pierson:

This The Black Seasons are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this The Black Seasons can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Black Seasons forcing you to have an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

James Robinson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read



education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The The Black Seasons provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

David Reed:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful pictures on
there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this age, many
ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Black
Seasons can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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