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American writer, often called the American Agatha Christie, although her first
mystery novel was published 14 years before Christie's first novel in 1922.

Rinehart is considered the source of the phrase "The butler did it" from her novel
The Door (1930), although the novel does not use the exact phrase. Rinehart is
also considered to have invented the "Had-I-But-Known" school of mystery
writing, with the publication of The Circular Staircase (1908).

She also created a costumed super-criminal called "the Bat", cited by Bob Kane
as one of the inspirations for his "Batman".
Rinehart wrote hundreds of short stories, poems, travelogues and articles. Many
of her books and plays were adapted for movies, such as The Bat (1926), The Bat
Whispers (1930), Miss Pinkerton (1932), and The Bat (1959 remake). In 1933
RCA Victor released The Bat as one of the earliest talking book recordings.
Based on Rinehart's novel Lost Ecstasy (1927), I Take This Woman (1931),
starring Carole Lombard and Gary Cooper, was an early sound film based on
Rinehart's works.

While many of her books were best sellers, critics were most appreciative of her
murder mysteries. Rinehart, in The Circular Staircase (1908), is credited with
inventing the "Had-I-But-Known" school of mystery writing. In The Circular
Staircase "a middle-aged spinster is persuaded by her niece and nephew to rent a
country house for the summer. The gentle, peace-loving trio is plunged into a
series of crimes solved with the help of the aunt." The Had-I-But-Known mystery
novel is one where the principal character (frequently female) does things in
connection with a crime that have the effect of prolonging the action of the novel.
Ogden Nash parodied the school in his poem Don't Guess Let Me Tell You:
"Sometimes the Had I But Known then what I know now I could have saved at
least three lives by revealing to the Inspector the conversation I heard through
that fortuitous hole in the floor."

The phrase "The butler did it," which has become a cliché, came from Rinehart's
novel The Door, in which the butler actually did murder someone, although that
exact phrase does not appear in the work. Tim Kelly adapted Rinehart's play into
a musical, The Butler Did It, Singing. This play includes five lead female roles
and five lead male roles.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Best:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy
read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Collected Works of Mary Roberts
Rinehart (Illustrated) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Ruben Martin:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Collected Works of Mary Roberts
Rinehart (Illustrated), you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

German Montoya:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Collected Works of Mary Roberts Rinehart
(Illustrated) publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Collected Works of
Mary Roberts Rinehart (Illustrated) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one
e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to yet another sixth sense.

Penny Laughlin:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need



more time to be learn. Collected Works of Mary Roberts Rinehart (Illustrated) can be your answer given it
can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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