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Above All, Don't Look Back follows the path of a young woman?Amina?as she
makes her way through a city, a life, and a sense of self that have been ravaged
by an earthquake. In this powerful novel, inspired by a devastating earthquake in
northern Algeria in 2003, the acclaimed Algerian writer Maïssa Bey skillfully
interweaves descriptions of the earthquake with descriptions of Amina's family,
culture, and country and her place within them. She leaves the reader to wonder
whether Amina is fleeing the earthquake or something much more complex.

Through prose that marries form and content, Bey shows the full breadth of her
talent. She goes beyond straightforward journalistic narrative to represent the
inner experience of a victim of a natural disaster. The novel's nonlinear structure
and deliberate incoherence plunge the reader into a state of disorientation that
will especially resonate for survivors of other natural disasters worldwide.

In linking a particular place, context, and event to themes of identity, family, and
the relation of the individual to the group and of religion to society, Above All,
Don't Look Back explores psychological and social issues of universal relevance.
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Above All, Don't Look Back follows the path of a young woman?Amina?as she makes her way through a
city, a life, and a sense of self that have been ravaged by an earthquake. In this powerful novel, inspired by a
devastating earthquake in northern Algeria in 2003, the acclaimed Algerian writer Maïssa Bey skillfully
interweaves descriptions of the earthquake with descriptions of Amina's family, culture, and country and her
place within them. She leaves the reader to wonder whether Amina is fleeing the earthquake or something
much more complex.

Through prose that marries form and content, Bey shows the full breadth of her talent. She goes beyond
straightforward journalistic narrative to represent the inner experience of a victim of a natural disaster. The
novel's nonlinear structure and deliberate incoherence plunge the reader into a state of disorientation that will
especially resonate for survivors of other natural disasters worldwide.

In linking a particular place, context, and event to themes of identity, family, and the relation of the
individual to the group and of religion to society, Above All, Don't Look Back explores psychological and
social issues of universal relevance.
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Editorial Review

Review

This novel is especially well written, showing the maturity of the experienced writer; it is also an interesting
work, as the author delves with compelling force into crucial questions of nation, religion, society, family,
gender, memory, and madness, against the backdrop of a natural disaster.

(Alison Rice, University of Notre Dame, author of Time Signatures: Contextualizing Contemporary
Francophone Autobiographical Writing from the Maghreb)

About the Author

Maïssa Bey is an award-winning novelist, writer of short stories, poet, and essayist. She lives in Algeria.
Senja L. Djelouah has won academic distinction for her literary translations from French into English.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Crowell:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Above All, Don't Look Back (CARAF
Books: Caribbean and African Literature translated from the French). Try to the actual book Above All,
Don't Look Back (CARAF Books: Caribbean and African Literature translated from the French) as your
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

Pete Plaisance:

The experience that you get from Above All, Don't Look Back (CARAF Books: Caribbean and African
Literature translated from the French) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the
words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Above All, Don't Look Back (CARAF Books: Caribbean and African Literature translated from the French)
giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Above All,
Don't Look Back (CARAF Books: Caribbean and African Literature translated from the French) instantly.



Rachel Kaufman:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Above All, Don't Look Back (CARAF
Books: Caribbean and African Literature translated from the French) was colourful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Above All, Don't Look Back (CARAF Books: Caribbean and
African Literature translated from the French) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading in which.

Alice Edwards:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
Above All, Don't Look Back (CARAF Books: Caribbean and African Literature translated from the French)
when you required it?
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