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Despite recent strides in neuroscience and psychology that have deepened
understanding of the brain, consciousness remains one of the greatest
philosophical and scientific puzzles. The second edition of Theories of
Consciousness: An Introduction and Assessment provides a fresh and up-to-date
introduction to a variety of approaches to consciousness, and contributes to the
current lively debate about the nature of consciousness and whether a scientific
understanding of it is possible.

After an initial overview of the status and prospects of physicalism in the face of
the problem of consciousness, William Seager explores key themes from
Descartes - the founder of the modern problem of consciousness. He then turns to
the most important theories of consciousness:

identity theories and the generation problem●

higher-order thought theories of consciousness●

self-representational theories of consciousness●

Daniel Dennett’s theory of consciousness●

attention-based theories of consciousness●

representational theories of consciousness●

conscious intentionality●

panpsychism●

neutral monism.●
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Thoroughly revised and expanded throughout, this second edition includes new
chapters on animal consciousness, reflexive consciousness, combinatorial forms
of panpsychism and neutral monism, as well as a significant new chapter on
physicalism, emergence and consciousness.

The book’s broad scope, depth of coverage and focus on key philosophical
positions and arguments make it an indispensable text for those teaching or
studying philosophy of mind and psychology. It is also an excellent resource for
those working in related fields such as cognitive science and the neuroscience of
consciousness.
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After an initial overview of the status and prospects of physicalism in the face of the problem of
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Thoroughly revised and expanded throughout, this second edition includes new chapters on animal
consciousness, reflexive consciousness, combinatorial forms of panpsychism and neutral monism, as well as
a significant new chapter on physicalism, emergence and consciousness.

The book’s broad scope, depth of coverage and focus on key philosophical positions and arguments make it



an indispensable text for those teaching or studying philosophy of mind and psychology. It is also an
excellent resource for those working in related fields such as cognitive science and the neuroscience of
consciousness.
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Editorial Review

Review

'A masterfully updated second edition. Seager has once again skillfully balanced the need to provide a
critical overview of standard positions with an in-depth treatment of important recent developments
on panpsychism, emergence, neutral monism, and higher-order and self-representational theories of
consciousness. It sets the standard for the in-depth treatment of theories of consciousness, and is
essential reading for anyone interested in consciousness studies.' - Rocco J. Gennaro, University of
Southern Indiana, USA 

'This new edition is a substantial volume, impressive both in breadth and depth. Seager provides a
thorough introduction to the maintheories and issues, as well as making a number of original
contributions to the debate. It is a book which repays careful study by anyone wanting an advanced
overview of the study of consciousness.' - Wayne Wu, Carnegie Mellon University, USA

Praise for the first edition:

'This is an excellent survey of recent theories of consciousness.' - Barry Loewer, Rutgers University, USA

'This is a fine book, a fascinating set of discussions of an extremely interesting area.' - John Leslie,
University of Guelph, Canada

About the Author

William Seager is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Toronto, Scarborough, Canada, where he has
taught for over 25 years. He is the author of Metaphysics of Consciousness (1991), and Natural
Fabrications: Science, Emergence and Consciousness (2012).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Weathers:

This Theories of Consciousness: An Introduction and Assessment usually are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Theories of Consciousness: An Introduction
and Assessment can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Theories of Consciousness: An Introduction and Assessment giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.



Shirley Morales:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you examining a
book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Theories of
Consciousness: An Introduction and Assessment, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Joann Nixon:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Theories of Consciousness: An
Introduction and Assessment is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Latricia Wynkoop:

You may get this Theories of Consciousness: An Introduction and Assessment by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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