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This book explores the influence of literacy on eleventh and twelfth-century life
and though on social organization, on the criticism of ritual and symbol, on the
rise of empirical attitudes, on the relationship between language and reality, and
on the broad interaction between ideas and society.

Medieval and early modern literacy, Brian Stock argues, did not simply
supersede oral discourse but created a new type of interdependence between the
oral and the written. If, on the surface, medieval culture was largely oral, texts
nonetheless emerged as a reference system both for everyday activities and for
giving shape to larger vehicles of interpretation. Even when texts were not
actually present, people often acted and behaved as if they were.

The book uses methods derived from anthropology, from literary theory, and
from historical research, and is divided into five chapters. The first treats the
growth and shape of medieval literacy itself. Theo other four look afresh at some
of the period's major issues--heresy, reform, the Eucharistic controversy, the
thought of Anselm, Abelard, and St. Bernard, together with the interpretation of
contemporary experience--in the light of literacy's development. The study
concludes that written language was the chief integrating instrument for diverse
cultural achievements.
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This book explores the influence of literacy on eleventh and twelfth-century life and though on social
organization, on the criticism of ritual and symbol, on the rise of empirical attitudes, on the relationship
between language and reality, and on the broad interaction between ideas and society.

Medieval and early modern literacy, Brian Stock argues, did not simply supersede oral discourse but created
a new type of interdependence between the oral and the written. If, on the surface, medieval culture was
largely oral, texts nonetheless emerged as a reference system both for everyday activities and for giving
shape to larger vehicles of interpretation. Even when texts were not actually present, people often acted and
behaved as if they were.

The book uses methods derived from anthropology, from literary theory, and from historical research, and is
divided into five chapters. The first treats the growth and shape of medieval literacy itself. Theo other four
look afresh at some of the period's major issues--heresy, reform, the Eucharistic controversy, the thought of
Anselm, Abelard, and St. Bernard, together with the interpretation of contemporary experience--in the light
of literacy's development. The study concludes that written language was the chief integrating instrument for
diverse cultural achievements.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a major seminal work. It clearly shows in how deep a sense the Middle Ages was by far the most
literate period that Western culture had ever know."--Walter J. Ong, Manuscipta

From the Back Cover

"This is a highly original, superbly researched, and clearly written work. Its main purpose is to reassess the
transformations of European thought in the eleventh and twelfth centuries on the basis of suggesting new
relationship between 'oral' and 'written' cultures. Stock's book is probably the most provocative approach to
understanding the eleventh and twelfth centuries since the early work of R. W. Southern."--Edward Peters,
University of Pennsylvania

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amber Tyson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The Implications of Literacy, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Rosie Zimmerman:

Beside this The Implications of Literacy in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The
Implications of Literacy because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have
book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!



Fred Musso:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular The Implications of Literacy can give you a lot of
friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Implications of Literacy.

Bonnie Parker:

You will get this The Implications of Literacy by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not
only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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