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Democracy is very much an open question in the early twenty-first century.
While voter participation declines in many traditional democracies, new
movements for democracy are emerging around the world. This book brings the
question of democracy out of the halls of political power and home to our daily
lives, pitting "official democracy" and "democracy from below" against one
another in a lively debate.

For more information see www.democraticimagination.com.
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Editorial Review

Review
Those who read this book will come away with their own thoughts on official democracy and democracy
from below, especially since the authors engage on so many different topics. The goal is to cause readers to
think deeply about these issues, and the book does this quite well. It can certainly be integrated into a wide
variety of political science and sociology courses, too, because of the effectiveness of the book's overarching
frame. (American Review of Canadian Studies)

Review
Cairns and Sears have written an entertaining and informative popular guide to democracy for the twenty-
first century filled with fuel and insight for igniting the democratic imagination.… A must-read for anyone
interested in opening their thinking to a wider world of ideas. (Elaine Bernard, Harvard University)

In a time of history when established democracy is being challenged everywhere by movements in the
streets, The Democratic Imagination provides a readable and provocative analysis of the different ideas
about democracy fuelling these conflicts. You'll never think about democracy in the same way again. (Judy
Rebick, activist and author of Occupy This!)

By re-opening 'the question of democracy' to those who refuse to limit it to a matter of well-functioning
markets and periodic elections, Cairns and Sears prime the democratic imagination for a new era of popular
struggle. (Nikhil Singh, New York University)

A useful supplementary reading that will be genuinely helpful in drawing students new to political science
into key debates around what 'real' democracy looks like. (David Kahane, University of Alberta)

About the Author
James Cairns is Associate Professor in the Contemporary Studies Department at Wilfrid Laurier University,
Brantford. He is the co-author with Alan Sears of A Good Book, In Theory (third edition, 2015) and The
Democratic Imagination: Envisioning Popular Power in the Twenty-First Century (2012).

Alan Sears is Professor of Sociology at Ryerson University. He is the author of The New Left: A History of
the Future (2014) and co-author with James Cairns of The Democratic Imagination: Envisioning Popular
Power in the Twenty-First Century (2012).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elaine Gold:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Democratic Imagination: Envisioning
Popular Power in the Twenty-First Century is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So



there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Lily Terry:

You will get this The Democratic Imagination: Envisioning Popular Power in the Twenty-First Century by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you
get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed and also
can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose proper ways for you.

Cheri Adamo:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
The Democratic Imagination: Envisioning Popular Power in the Twenty-First Century. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read.
It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Carmela Martin:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From
the book The Democratic Imagination: Envisioning Popular Power in the Twenty-First Century we can
acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this
time book The Democratic Imagination: Envisioning Popular Power in the Twenty-First Century. You can
more attractive than now.
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