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Looks at how the mentally ill have been treated throughout history, focusing on
advances made in the 19th and 20th centuries regarding mental hospitals,
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 6-9-An excellent history peppered with fascinating accounts of the bizarre ideas, contraptions, and
methods used to treat mentally ill people throughout the centuries. Kent begins her coverage with
Babylonian and Egyptian societies. She discusses the 1656 founding of the notorious Hospital General in
Paris and institutions that caged and chained their patients. She relates stories about "madhouses" that put
their patients on display for a fascinated public for a penny and accounts of reformers who tried to humanize
treatments. Her discussions about modern-day issues include a profile of John Forbes Nash Jr., the scientist
portrayed in A Beautiful Mind; the widespread use of Prozac; and consciousness-raising efforts among the
mentally ill. Black-and-white archival photographs and reproductions appear throughout. With a thorough
bibliography and glossary, this is a fine treatment of a topic not heavily covered for this audience.
Linda Beck, Indian Valley Public Library, Telford, PA
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 6-12. In a thoroughly researched, well-paced history, Kent focuses on the major advances and bizarre
setbacks in the diagnosis and treatment of the mentally ill, beginning with the role of the ancient Native
American shamans and continuing through current trends and medical discoveries. The large-size book, with
clear type, photos, and prints, is spaciously designed for browsing as well as in-depth reading. Lots of eye-
catching sidebars break up the chronological history with particular cases, both obscure and famous (or,
more often, infamous). In the course of the history, readers will learn once-hidden facts about well-known
figures from Joan of Arc and King George III to Rosemary Kennedy. There are descriptions of barbaric
treatments in the past as well as compelling positive discussions of current drug treatments and debates about
psychoanalysis and other psychotherapy. Useful for psychology, sociology, and history classes, this will also
interest readers with personal or family experience of mental illness and its continuing social stigma.
Includes chapter notes, a bibliography (fiction, nonfiction, and online sources), and a chronology. Roger
Leslie
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Brun:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Snake Pits, Talking Cures and Magic
Bullets is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Susan Crowell:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Snake Pits, Talking Cures and Magic Bullets as the daily resource
information.

Jon Fuselier:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Snake Pits,
Talking Cures and Magic Bullets suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in
this era. The book untitled Snake Pits, Talking Cures and Magic Bulletsis a single of several books that
everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Kari Hughes:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Snake Pits, Talking Cures and Magic Bullets
was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Snake Pits, Talking Cures and
Magic Bullets has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading that will.
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