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An inspirational collection of poetry, based on the Book of Hours--psalms and
prayers for various times throughout the day--used by monks, offers prayers and
songs that address such concerns as spirituality in the modern age and the
sufferings of war, poverty, and disease.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
The German poet Rilke wrote his Book of Hours (Das Stundenbuch) between 1899, when he was 23 years
old, and 1903. The poems, sacred and intimate and not intended for the public, "came to him" in a highly
inspirational way?he described it as "inner dictation"?following a visit to a monastery in Russia, where he
was deeply moved by the practice of praying several times daily following a "book of hours." Barrows and
Macy, accomplished poets who were born into the Judeo-Christian tradition but who have also embraced
Buddhism, have carefully translated 80 of the 135 poems in the original Stundenbuch, culling some poems
they felt to be weaker or less relevant to a late 20th-century reader and artfully reducing other poems to their
essentials. Thus, this treasurable collection is a collaboration among three poets (or perhaps four, if one
counts Rilke's insistence on the contribution of the divine!). Here is just one of many stunning moments in
the extensively annotated and thoroughly prefaced collection: "All becoming has needed me./ My looking
ripens things/ and they come toward me, to meet and be met." And, striking a contemporary chord: "I am
living just as the century ends./ A great leaf, that God and you and I/ have covered with writing/ turns now,
overhead, in strange hands." Highly recommended.?Judy Clarence, California State Univ. Lib., Hayward
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"These poems of spiritual yearning and discovery composed by the young Rilke one hundred years ago feel
very fresh and moving in the beautifully transparent, supple versions of Anita Barrows and Joanna Macy.
With their psalm-like directness and emotional urgencyk, they nourish and quicken the life of the spirit." --
Chana Bloch, translator of The Song of Songs

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Graves:

This Rilke's Book of Hours: Love Poems to God are reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The reason why of this Rilke's Book of Hours: Love Poems to God can be on the list of great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Rilke's Book of
Hours: Love Poems to God forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Donna Macdonald:

Exactly why? Because this Rilke's Book of Hours: Love Poems to God is an unordinary book that the inside
of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this



book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Betty Young:

Rilke's Book of Hours: Love Poems to God can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Rilke's Book of Hours: Love Poems to
God but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data
that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
pondering.

Mary Kidd:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Rilke's Book of Hours: Love Poems
to God can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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