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With 250,000 copies in print since its initial publication in 1983, NightWatch
has become a standard reference guide for stargazers throughout North America.

The new Third Edition expands on that success with a completely revised and
updated text, more than 100 new color photos and diagrams and 16 additional
pages that cover such! new astronomical pursuits as computerized telescopes,
reviews of new telescope designs and accessories, and astronomy on the Internet.

All charts, tables and diagrams have been updated and, in some cases, redesigned
for easier use. Improved spacecraft measurements of the distances to the stars
(recently released by the European Space Agency) are included in the charts,
along with additional observing tips for stargazers using binoculars and
telescopes. An expanded chapter on Astrophotography lists the best modern films
and cameras for skyshooting.

The new NightWatch is faithful to the "ultra-simplified, no jargon" philosophy
of the original, and at the same time, offers substantially more practical
information for the novice and intermediate-level amateur astronomer. The Royal
Astronomical Society of Canada called the first edition "the best of its kind"- the
new Third Edition is better still. It is still an abundantly illustrated, wide-sized
volume designed for easy reference during many starlit nights.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The third edition of Nightwatch continues its tradition of being the best handbook for the beginning
astronomer. Terence Dickinson covers all the problems beginners face, starting with the fact that the night
sky does not look the way a modern city-dweller expects. He discusses light pollution, how to choose
binoculars and telescopes, how to pronounce the names of stars and constellations, telescope mounts, averted
vision, and why the harvest moon looks especially bright. Most of the lovely photographs in the book were
taken by amateurs, which gives the section on astrophotography a particularly inspirational gleam.

Dickinson's star charts are very handy, each covering a reasonable field of view and mapping the most
interesting amateur objects. He gives good advice for planet watching, which he notes "is one of the few
astronomical activities that can be conducted almost as well from the city as from dark rural locations."

Altogether, the watchword for Nightwatch is indeed "practical"--this is a book to be used, not just read.
Spiral-bound to lie flat or to fold back undamaged, it's a field guide that pulls its own weight in the field.
Author Timothy Ferris says, "Like a good night sky, Nightwatch is clear and wind-free. Try it and see for
yourself." --Mary Ellen Curtin

From School Library Journal
Grade 6 Up?This long-overdue update of a classic handbook for amateur astronomers combines a text both
meaty and hard to put down with a great array of charts, boxes, tables, and dazzling full-color photos of the
sky. Aiming this offering at new but serious hobbyists, Dickinson guides readers on a tour of the universe
visible from any dark backyard, providing frank evaluations of many telescope models; specific advice for
photographers; and a simple system for locating stars, constellations, nebulae, and other intriguing sights.
Convenient charts track upcoming eclipses and the locations of the five planets visible to the naked eye (both
through the year 2010). The author closes with lists of supplementary resources, including books, software,
Web sites, and conventions. Dickinson's contagious enthusiasm and vast expertise earn this a place in
reference and circulating collections of any size.?John Peters, New York Public Library
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Van Holt, who teaches stargazing courses at the University of Kansas, explains how anyone living between
southern Canada and northern Mexico (basically between latitudes 30 and 50 degrees) can learn to identify
star formations and constellations without using complicated charts and equipment. Incorporating outdoor
survival techniques with science, legends, and the myths surrounding the constellations, he teaches readers
how to tell the difference between planets, comets, satellites, and stars and how to use star patterns to
determine time and direction. By combining humor with fact, he has created an entertaining illustrated guide
to the nighttime skies. Recommended for larger public libraries. For beginning skywatchers and amateur
astronomers who want more substance, Dickinson's Nightwatch?the standard guide since its 1983
publication?is the book to read. Newly revised and updated, this edition claims to allow for use through the
year 2010. Dickinson, an award-winning science writer specializing in astronomy, explains how to find
constellations, differentiate galaxies, and identify the location of stars according to seasons. He also
discusses equipment, including what criteria to use for selecting a telescope, and includes information about
astronomy on the Internet, computerized telescopes, astrophotography, and tips for stargazers using
binoculars. With a completely updated and revised text and more than 100 new diagrams and color



photographs, Dickinson ensures that his guide will retain its position as a classic. Essential for all public and
college library astronomy collections.?Gloria Maxwell, Kansas City P.L.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catrina Hall:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question simply because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this NightWatch: A Practical
Guide to Viewing the Universe to read.

Cecil Hardin:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take NightWatch: A Practical Guide to Viewing the Universe as
your daily resource information.

Gilbert Pellerin:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular NightWatch: A Practical Guide to Viewing the
Universe can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have NightWatch: A Practical Guide to
Viewing the Universe.

Debera Jessie:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
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