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This new volume in the award-winning Encountering Mission series is for
current and future missionaries. It provides practical guidance regarding getting
ready for the mission field and the realities of life on the field. The authors are
well qualified to write such a manual, each having served as a missionary for
more than twenty years and each having taught missions in seminary.

The authors begin by examining the contemporary context for missions,
including the recognition that the world's mission fields are in constant and often
rapid change. They then discuss aspects of preparing oneself for the mission
field, beginning with home-front preparations and moving to on-the-field
preparations. The final section deals with practical issues and challenges of
missionary life.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Practical Guidance for a New Generation of Twenty-First-Century Missionaries

"This book is a wonderful introduction to missionary life and work, addressing most of the questions that a
person might ask about a possible career in Christian missions. Steffen and McKinney Douglas emphasize
that preparation for missionary effectiveness begins first and foremost in one's relationship to God and then
in one's relationships to God's people. They also address most of the practical questions--support, agency,
culture, language, family, schooling--related to the daily life and work of a missionary. This is an excellent
resource for introductory missions classes in any training context."--Sherwood Lingenfelter, provost and
senior vice president, Fuller Theological Seminary

"Tom Steffen and Lois McKinney Douglas have produced a work that is sure to become a classic text for
those who anticipate ministry in another culture. Encountering Missionary Life and Work goes beyond any
merely academic approach to cross-cultural ministry. It focuses on the lifetime development of deeper
spirituality, self-understanding, and relationships essential for effective ministry that honors God in a global
context. Tom and Lois write from a rich background in effective cross-cultural ministry and years of
preparing others for such ministry. I anticipate using their text in my own classes. Others have written
effectively on missionary life and work, but this text is for today's missionary and suits the dynamic world
situation that confronts us."--Michael Pocock, senior professor and chairman of world missions and
intercultural studies, Dallas Theological Seminary

"Blending their own rich experience in missions, a strong biblical foundation, insights from the hundreds of
students they have taught, and in-depth awareness of key research studies and literature, Steffen and
McKinney Douglas comprehensively explore the broad range of issues that affect missionary training and
life. Encountering Missionary Life and Work will give aspiring missionaries a solid start in their preparation
for the field and will help missionary veterans navigate the rocky waters of cross-cultural service."--Steve
Strauss, director, SIM USA

About the Author
Tom Steffen (D.Miss., Biola University) is professor of intercultural studies at Biola University and director
of the doctor of missiology program. He served as a missionary for twenty years in Southeast Asia. Lois
McKinney Douglas (Ph.D., Michigan State University) is professor emerita of mission at Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School. She served as a missionary for twenty three years with the Conservative Baptist Foreign
Mission Society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Miller:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you



have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Encountering Missionary Life and Work
(Encountering Mission): Preparing for Intercultural Ministry, you may enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Curtis Salas:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Encountering Missionary Life
and Work (Encountering Mission): Preparing for Intercultural Ministry is simple to deliver you can read it in
the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically
the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jason Carr:

Beside this kind of Encountering Missionary Life and Work (Encountering Mission): Preparing for
Intercultural Ministry in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Encountering Missionary Life and Work (Encountering Mission): Preparing for Intercultural Ministry
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Thomas Woods:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This book Encountering Missionary Life and Work (Encountering Mission):
Preparing for Intercultural Ministry was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book.
If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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