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Calling Me Home by Julie Kibler is a soaring debut interweaving the story of
a heartbreaking, forbidden love in 1930s Kentucky with an unlikely
modern-day friendship.

Eighty-nine-year-old Isabelle McAllister has a favor to ask her hairdresser Dorrie
Curtis. It's a big one. Isabelle wants Dorrie, a black single mom in her thirties, to
drop everything to drive her from her home in Arlington, Texas, to a funeral in
Cincinnati. With no clear explanation why. Tomorrow.

Dorrie, fleeing problems of her own and curious whether she can unlock the
secrets of Isabelle's guarded past, scarcely hesitates before agreeing, not knowing
it will be a journey that changes both their lives.

Over the years, Dorrie and Isabelle have developed more than just a business
relationship. They are friends. But Dorrie, fretting over the new man in her life
and her teenage son's irresponsible choices, still wonders why Isabelle chose her.

Isabelle confesses that, as a willful teen in 1930s Kentucky, she fell deeply in
love with Robert Prewitt, a would-be doctor and the black son of her family's
housekeeper--in a town where blacks weren't allowed after dark. The tale of their
forbidden relationship and its tragic consequences makes it clear Dorrie and
Isabelle are headed for a gathering of the utmost importance and that the history
of Isabelle's first and greatest love just might help Dorrie find her own way.
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Calling Me Home by Julie Kibler is a soaring debut interweaving the story of a heartbreaking,
forbidden love in 1930s Kentucky with an unlikely modern-day friendship.

Eighty-nine-year-old Isabelle McAllister has a favor to ask her hairdresser Dorrie Curtis. It's a big one.
Isabelle wants Dorrie, a black single mom in her thirties, to drop everything to drive her from her home in
Arlington, Texas, to a funeral in Cincinnati. With no clear explanation why. Tomorrow.

Dorrie, fleeing problems of her own and curious whether she can unlock the secrets of Isabelle's guarded
past, scarcely hesitates before agreeing, not knowing it will be a journey that changes both their lives.

Over the years, Dorrie and Isabelle have developed more than just a business relationship. They are friends.
But Dorrie, fretting over the new man in her life and her teenage son's irresponsible choices, still wonders
why Isabelle chose her.

Isabelle confesses that, as a willful teen in 1930s Kentucky, she fell deeply in love with Robert Prewitt, a
would-be doctor and the black son of her family's housekeeper--in a town where blacks weren't allowed after
dark. The tale of their forbidden relationship and its tragic consequences makes it clear Dorrie and Isabelle
are headed for a gathering of the utmost importance and that the history of Isabelle's first and greatest love
just might help Dorrie find her own way.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Comparisons to The Help (2009) are inevitable, and though there are echoes of Kathryn Stockett’s popular
best-seller to be found in Calling Me Home, Kibler has crafted a wholly original debut. The novel, set in
1930s Kentucky, centers on a forbidden romance between a teenage white girl, Isabelle McAllister, and
Robert Prewitt, the black son of the McAllister’s maid. Chafing under her mother’s restrictive notions of
female propriety, Isabelle finds a kindred spirit in Robert. The two begin to meet clandestinely, but any hope
of a future together is threatened by the overwhelming racism of the era. Against impossible odds, the pair
elopes to neighboring Cincinnati, but their happiness is short-lived when Isabelle’s thuggish brothers drag
her back to the family home. The sad story is presented in flashback, as told by a now-elderly Isabelle to her
black hairdresser, Dorrie, while the two drive cross-country to a funeral. Some may object that the civil
rights struggle is once again being filtered through a white perspective, but there’s no denying the pull of
Kibler’s story. --Patty Wetli

Review
"'I laughed out loud in places and had tears in my eyes as I turned the last page. I can't wait to watch Julie
Kibler's star rise!' Diane Chamberlain"

About the Author

JULIE KIBLER began writing Calling Me Home after learning a bit of family lore: as a young woman, her
grandmother fell in love with a young black man in an era and locale that made the relationship impossible.
When not writing, she enjoys travel, independent films, music, photography, and corralling her teenagers and
rescue dogs. She lives in Arlington, Texas. Calling Me Home is her debut.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Ring:

The book Calling Me Home: A Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Calling Me Home: A Novel?
A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many information for us.
It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Calling Me Home: A Novel has simple
shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Elijah McWhorter:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Calling Me Home: A Novel your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide
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then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Calling Me Home:
A Novel giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts
for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Thelma Cobb:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Calling Me Home: A Novel
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you are able to pick Calling Me Home: A Novel become your own personal starter.

Amado Elam:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Calling Me Home: A Novel we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Calling Me Home: A Novel. You
can more appealing than now.
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