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In this bold new work of cultural criticism, Ann Cvetkovich develops a queer
approach to trauma. She argues for the importance of recognizing—and
archiving—accounts of trauma that belong as much to the ordinary and everyday
as to the domain of catastrophe. An Archive of Feelings contends that the field of
trauma studies, limited by too strict a division between the public and the private,
has overlooked the experiences of women and queers. Rejecting the
pathologizing understandings of trauma that permeate medical and clinical
discourses on the subject, Cvetkovich develops instead a sex-positive approach
missing even from most feminist work on trauma. She challenges the field to
engage more fully with sexual trauma and the wide range of feelings in its
vicinity, including those associated with butch-femme sex and aids activism and
caretaking. 

An Archive of Feelings brings together oral histories from lesbian activists
involved in act up/New York; readings of literature by Dorothy Allison, Leslie
Feinberg, Cherríe Moraga, and Shani Mootoo; videos by Jean Carlomusto and
Pratibha Parmar; and performances by Lisa Kron, Carmelita Tropicana, and the
bands Le Tigre and Tribe 8. Cvetkovich reveals how activism, performance, and
literature give rise to public cultures that work through trauma and transform the
conditions producing it. By looking closely at connections between sexuality,
trauma, and the creation of lesbian public cultures, Cvetkovich makes those
experiences that have been pushed to the peripheries of trauma culture the
defining principles of a new construction of sexual trauma—one in which trauma
catalyzes the creation of cultural archives and political communities.
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In this bold new work of cultural criticism, Ann Cvetkovich develops a queer approach to trauma. She argues
for the importance of recognizing—and archiving—accounts of trauma that belong as much to the ordinary
and everyday as to the domain of catastrophe. An Archive of Feelings contends that the field of trauma
studies, limited by too strict a division between the public and the private, has overlooked the experiences of
women and queers. Rejecting the pathologizing understandings of trauma that permeate medical and clinical
discourses on the subject, Cvetkovich develops instead a sex-positive approach missing even from most
feminist work on trauma. She challenges the field to engage more fully with sexual trauma and the wide
range of feelings in its vicinity, including those associated with butch-femme sex and aids activism and
caretaking. 

An Archive of Feelings brings together oral histories from lesbian activists involved in act up/New York;
readings of literature by Dorothy Allison, Leslie Feinberg, Cherríe Moraga, and Shani Mootoo; videos by
Jean Carlomusto and Pratibha Parmar; and performances by Lisa Kron, Carmelita Tropicana, and the bands
Le Tigre and Tribe 8. Cvetkovich reveals how activism, performance, and literature give rise to public
cultures that work through trauma and transform the conditions producing it. By looking closely at
connections between sexuality, trauma, and the creation of lesbian public cultures, Cvetkovich makes those
experiences that have been pushed to the peripheries of trauma culture the defining principles of a new
construction of sexual trauma—one in which trauma catalyzes the creation of cultural archives and political
communities.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An Archive of Feelings makes an extremely important contribution to queer and feminist cultural studies by
insisting upon the public, and indeed national, dimensions of sexual trauma. Ann Cvetkovich's book argues
for the productive rather than repressive power of trauma and accounts for its role in the production of queer
identities and queer counter publics. This is queer cultural studies at its finest!”—Judith Halberstam, author
of Female Masculinity

”Avoiding bullshit moralism and sentimentality, Ann Cvetkovich breathes new life into the study of trauma.
This is the book I looked for in so many libraries and bookstores and never found. It is not only brilliant but
totally necessary.”—Kathleen Hanna of the band Le Tigre

From the Back Cover
""An Archive of Feelings" makes an extremely important contribution to queer and feminist cultural studies
by insisting upon the public, and indeed national, dimensions of sexual trauma. Ann Cvetkovich's book
argues for the productive rather than repressive power of trauma and accounts for its role in the production of
queer identities and queer counter publics. This is queer cultural studies at its finest!"--Judith Halberstam,
author of "Female Masculinity"

About the Author

Ann Cvetkovich is Associate Professor of English at the University of Texas at Austin. She is the author of
Mixed Feelings: Feminism, Mass Culture, and Victorian Sensationalism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rebecca Morales:

The book An Archive of Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and Lesbian Public Cultures (Series Q) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very
important thing like a book An Archive of Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and Lesbian Public Cultures (Series
Q)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book An Archive of Feelings: Trauma,
Sexuality, and Lesbian Public Cultures (Series Q) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.



Justin Oliver:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the An Archive of
Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and Lesbian Public Cultures (Series Q) is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Cami Raley:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. An Archive of Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and Lesbian Public Cultures (Series Q) can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Dawn Brown:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. From the book An Archive of Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and Lesbian Public Cultures (Series Q)
we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your
life with that book An Archive of Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and Lesbian Public Cultures (Series Q). You
can more inviting than now.
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