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Widely received in France, this brief, comprehensive introduction to Western
esotericism by the founder of the field is at last available in English. A historical
and pedagogical guide, the book is written primarily for students and novices. In
clear, precise language, author Antoine Faivre provides an overview of Western
esoteric currents since late antiquity. The bulk of the book is laid out
chronologically, from ancient and medieval sources (Alexandrian hermetism,
gnosticism, neoplatonism), through the Renaissance up to the present time. Its
coverage includes spiritual alchemy, Jewish and Christian Kabbalah, Christian
theosophy, Rosicrucianism, Illuminism, 'mystical' Free-Masonry, the Occultist
current, Theosophical and Anthroposophical Societies, the Traditionalist School,
and 'esotericism' in contemporary initiatic societies and in New Religious
Movements. Faivre explores how these currents are connected, and refers to
where they appear in art and literature. The book concludes with an annotated
bibliography, which makes it an essential resource for beginners and scholars
alike.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Widely received in France, this brief, comprehensive introduction to Western esotericism by the founder of
the field is at last available in English. A historical and pedagogical guide, the book is written primarily for
students and novices. In clear, precise language, author Antoine Faivre provides an overview of Western
esoteric currents since late antiquity. The bulk of the book is laid out chronologically, from ancient and
medieval sources (Alexandrian Hermetism, Gnosticism, Neoplatonism), through the Renaissance up to the
present time. Its coverage includes spiritual alchemy, Jewish and Christian Kabbalah, Christian theosophy,
Rosicrucianism, Illuminism, "mystical" Freemasonry, the "occultist" current, Theosophical and
Anthroposophical Societies, the Traditionalist School, and "esotericism" in contemporary initiatic societies
and in New Religious Movements. Faivre explores how these currents are connected, and refers to where
they appear in art and literature. The book concludes with an annotated bibliography, which makes it an
essential resource for beginners and scholars alike.

About the Author

Antoine Faivre is Professor Emeritus at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes (Religious Studies), Sorbonne.
He has published extensively, including Access to Western Esotericism and The Golden Fleece and
Alchemy, both also published by SUNY Press.

Christine Rhone has translated numerous books, including Faivre's Theosophy, Imagination, Tradition:
Studies in Western Esotericism, also published by SUNY Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Delbert Lambert:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Western Esotericism: A Concise
History (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions). All type of book could you see on many methods.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Earl Martinez:

This Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions) book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY Series in
Western Esoteric Traditions) without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking



and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY Series in Western
Esoteric Traditions) can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Western Esotericism: A Concise History
(SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions) having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Edward Reed:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Western
Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions) will give you new experience
in reading a book.

Jeff Keenan:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to you personally is Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions)
this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented
how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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