
The Pittsburgh School of Philosophy: Sellars,
McDowell, Brandom (Routledge Studies in
Contemporary Philosophy)

By Chauncey Maher

The Pittsburgh School of Philosophy: Sellars, McDowell, Brandom
(Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) By Chauncey Maher

In this volume, Maher contextualizes the work of a group of contemporary
analytic philosophers?The Pittsburgh School?whose work is characterized by an
interest in the history of philosophy and a commitment to normative
functionalism, or the insight that to identify something as a manifestation of
conceptual capacities is to place it in a space of norms. Wilfrid Sellars claimed
that humans are distinctive because they occupy a norm-governed "space of
reasons." Along with Sellars, Robert Brandom and John McDowell have tried to
work out the implications of that idea for understanding knowledge, thought,
norms, language, and intentional action. The aim of this book is to introduce their
shared views on those topics, while also charting a few key disputes between
them.
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Editorial Review

Review

'There has been much recent interest in the work of each of these three philosophers, yet their
respective writings are extensive and notoriously difficult to follow. As a result, there has been a
variety of introductory volumes aiming to help the uninitiated reader grasp just how things 'hang
together' with regards to a specific member of the trio. Perhaps due to the selectivity necessitated by
approaching all three at once, Maher's book stands out amongst this group as offering the most
accessible first port of call for the struggling student approaching the work of either Sellars, McDowell
or Brandom. It is clearly and unpretentiously written; includes frequent previews and summaries
throughout the narrative; and helpfully invites the reader into further engagement with the relevant
thinkers by noting particular points of contention, puzzlement or incompleteness. The book thus
succeeds in reaching its explicit goal, which is a genuine achievement given the difficult nature of the
material involved.' – Jeremy Wanderer and Steven Levine, University of Massachusetts, Boston in Notre
Dame Philosophical Reviews

About the Author

Chauncey Maher is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Dickinson College. He earned his Ph.D. in
philosophy from Georgetown University in 2008.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eloise Torres:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Pittsburgh School of Philosophy: Sellars,
McDowell, Brandom (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy). You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book The Pittsburgh School of
Philosophy: Sellars, McDowell, Brandom (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Andrew Fogarty:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about



the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth
always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on
their book. One of them is this The Pittsburgh School of Philosophy: Sellars, McDowell, Brandom
(Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy).

Laurie Riley:

The actual book The Pittsburgh School of Philosophy: Sellars, McDowell, Brandom (Routledge Studies in
Contemporary Philosophy) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing
this book.

Janet Warren:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Pittsburgh School of Philosophy: Sellars, McDowell, Brandom
(Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) can make you feel more interested to read.
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