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In The Nation’s Tortured Body Brian Keith Axel explores the formation of the
Sikh diaspora and, in so doing, offers a powerful inquiry into conditions of
peoplehood, colonialism, and postcoloniality. Demonstrating a new direction for
historical anthropology, he focuses on the position of violence between 1849 and
1998 in the emergence of a transnational fight for Khalistan (an independent Sikh
state). Axel argues that, rather than the homeland creating the diaspora, it has
been the diaspora, or histories of displacement, that have created particular kinds
of places—homelands.
Based on ethnographic and archival research conducted by Axel at several sites
in India, England, and the United States, the text delineates a theoretical
trajectory for thinking about the proliferation of diaspora studies and area studies
in America and England. After discussing this trajectory in relation to the
colonial and postcolonial movement of Sikhs, Axel analyzes the production and
circulation of images of Sikhs around the world, beginning with visual
representations of Maharaja Duleep Singh, the last Sikh ruler of Punjab, who
died in 1893. He argues that imagery of particular male Sikh bodies has
situated—at different times and in different ways—points of mediation between
various populations of Sikhs around the world. Most crucially, he describes the
torture of Sikhs by Indian police between 1983 and the present and discusses the
images of tortured Sikh bodies that have been circulating on the Internet since
1996. Finally, he returns to questions of the homeland, reflecting on what the
issues discussed in The Nation's Tortured Body might mean for the ongoing fight
for Khalistan.
Specialists in anthropology, history, cultural studies, diaspora studies, and Sikh
studies will find much of interest in this important work.
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In The Nation’s Tortured Body Brian Keith Axel explores the formation of the Sikh diaspora and, in so
doing, offers a powerful inquiry into conditions of peoplehood, colonialism, and postcoloniality.
Demonstrating a new direction for historical anthropology, he focuses on the position of violence between
1849 and 1998 in the emergence of a transnational fight for Khalistan (an independent Sikh state). Axel
argues that, rather than the homeland creating the diaspora, it has been the diaspora, or histories of
displacement, that have created particular kinds of places—homelands.
Based on ethnographic and archival research conducted by Axel at several sites in India, England, and the
United States, the text delineates a theoretical trajectory for thinking about the proliferation of diaspora
studies and area studies in America and England. After discussing this trajectory in relation to the colonial
and postcolonial movement of Sikhs, Axel analyzes the production and circulation of images of Sikhs around
the world, beginning with visual representations of Maharaja Duleep Singh, the last Sikh ruler of Punjab,
who died in 1893. He argues that imagery of particular male Sikh bodies has situated—at different times and
in different ways—points of mediation between various populations of Sikhs around the world. Most
crucially, he describes the torture of Sikhs by Indian police between 1983 and the present and discusses the
images of tortured Sikh bodies that have been circulating on the Internet since 1996. Finally, he returns to
questions of the homeland, reflecting on what the issues discussed in The Nation's Tortured Body might
mean for the ongoing fight for Khalistan.
Specialists in anthropology, history, cultural studies, diaspora studies, and Sikh studies will find much of
interest in this important work.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Historical anthropology at its best, The Nation's Tortured Body explores the history and politics of the Sikhs
in a complex, and contested, transnational context. Axel’s book evocatively charts the ways in which the
crossing and marking of boundaries have shaped the foundational identities of a diasporic community,
providing a graphic illustration of the multiple meanings of the idea of ‘homeland’ in our contemporary
postcolonial world.”—Nicholas B. Dirks, Columbia University

“This groundbreaking study of the Sikh diasporic world is also a brilliant ethnography of violence and loss.
Tacking deftly between the politics of images and the imagination, Axel shows how the iconic social
categories produced in the colonial encounter shape the struggle over the politics of place, person and body
in contemporary India. This book will surely change the ways in which we see how colonialism, diaspora
and the politics of separatism inform the formation of modern subjects with mobile loyalties.”—Arjun
Appadurai, University of Chicago

From the Back Cover
"Historical anthropology at its best, "The Nation's Tortured Body" explores the history and politics of the
Sikhs in a complex, and contested, transnational context. Axel's book evocatively charts the ways in which
the crossing and marking of boundaries have shaped the foundational identities of a diasporic community,
providing a graphic illustration of the multiple meanings of the idea of 'homeland' in our contemporary
postcolonial world."--Nicholas B. Dirks, Columbia University

About the Author

Brian Keith Axel is Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Swarthmore College. He is the editor of From
the Margins: Historical Anthropology and Its Futures, also published by Duke University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rafael Brooks:

Here thing why this The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh
“Diaspora” are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in
the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence,
Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora” giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with The Nation's Tortured Body:
Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora”. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach



home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The
Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora” in e-book can be
your alternative.

Christopher Kennedy:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation
of a Sikh “Diaspora” book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer regarding The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the
Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora” content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora” is
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Herbert White:

The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora” can be one
of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement
in writing The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora”
although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial pondering.

Alvaro Holloway:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence,
Representation, and the Formation of a Sikh “Diaspora” was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book The Nation's Tortured Body: Violence, Representation, and the Formation of
a Sikh “Diaspora” has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading in which.
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