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Provides an account of Islamic philosopher Suhrawardi’s revival of Neoplatonism.

"This is an original and provocative work in the area of Suhrawardian studies that challenges the existing
interpretations of Suhrawardi's concept of the history of philosophy and offers an alternative perspective." --
Mehdi Aminrazavi, author of Suhrawardi and the School of Illumination

The twelfth-century Persian philosopher Suhrawardi was the key figure in the transition of Islamic
philosophy from the neo-Aristotelianism of Avicenna to the mystically oriented Islamic philosophy of later
centuries. Suhrawardi's "Illuminationist" philosophy was a vigorous reassertion of Neoplatonism at a time
when Sufism was becoming a major presence in Islamic thought and society.

This book traces the intellectual background of Suhrawardi's thought and of the Greek roots of non-
Aristotelian philosophy in the Islamic world. Suhrawardi placed himself in an intellectual tradition that
sprang from the "Ancients," the philosophical and mystical tradition of Hermes Trismegistus and his
successors in both Greece and the Orient. The author argues that Suhrawardi typifies an approach to
philosophy characteristic of Neoplatonism, in which Pythagoras is the key pre-Socratic, Plato is the central
figure in the history of philosophy, Aristotle is respected but corrected by reference to Pythagoras and Plato,
and philosophy is ultimately an eclectic revelation known symbolically by different nations. Mystical
intuition is a key philosophical tool and symbolism is of particular importance.

The Leaven of the Ancients provides a translation of Suhrawardi's famous dream, in which Aristotle reveals
the epistemological foundations of Suhrawardi's Illuminationist system. The book also analyzes the role
played by Suhrawardi and his approach to philosophy in turning Islamic civilization away from physical
science toward a subtle mystical psychology, thus offering a new explanation for the decline of science in
Islam.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is an original and provocative work in the area of Suhrawardian studies that challenges the existing
interpretations of Suhrawardi's concept of the history of philosophy and offers an alternative perspective." --
Mehdi Aminrazavi, author of Suhrawardi and the School of Illumination

About the Author
John Walbridge is Associate Professor in the Departments of Near Eastern Languages and Philosophy at
Indiana University. He has published several books including The Science of Mystic Lights: Qutb al-Din
Shirazi and the Illuminationist Tradition in Islamic Philosophy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Geraldine Moreno:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Leaven of the Ancients: Suhrawardi and the Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY series in Islam) your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The The Leaven of the Ancients: Suhrawardi and the
Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY series in Islam) giving you one more experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Barbara Bell:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. The Leaven of the Ancients: Suhrawardi and the Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY series in Islam) can
be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Patricia Gagliano:

The book untitled The Leaven of the Ancients: Suhrawardi and the Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY series in
Islam) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book



with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Christine Knox:

You can find this The Leaven of the Ancients: Suhrawardi and the Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY series in
Islam) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you
get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise.
Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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