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This book offers a clear, well-documented view of troubled adoptive families. It
focuses on adoptive families after the legal finalization of the adoption has taken
place and is full of case examples, detailed case histories and presentations of
various practice strategies.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book is comprehensive in its presentation of background material, thorough and fair in its review of
other studies, and full of useful information and effective case examples. . . . Everyone concerned about the
future well-being of adoptive families?practitioners, researchers, policymakers, and adoptive parents?will
find the book invaluable." 

(Kenneth Watson, MSW, LCSW, ACSW)

About the Author
Program & Project Director 324 Okamato Street Raleigh, NC 27603 Jeanne Howard and Susan Livingston
Smith have been the leading researchers in the field of post-adoption services for over a decade. Starting
with a gound-breaking study on adoption disruption in 1988, Howard and Smith began a scholarly
partnership which has continued, resulting in many joint publications, over 50 presentations at professional
conferences, and other activities on a national scale. Together they have directed the Center for Adoption
Studies at Illinois State University for the past eight years, which has produced several major pieces of
research as well as curricula for adoption workers. Howard and Smith met after each joined the School of
Social Work faculty at Illinois State University between 1980 and 1981. Smith arrived with knowledge
gained as a social worker in adoption agencies in Tennessee and Illinois and several years of teaching
experience at South Carolina State College. She came to ISU to direct the field instruction program, and held
this position for many years. Howard brought expertise from having taught child welfare courses and
conducted research. She had taught previously at the University of Illinois and Southeast Missouri State
University. Dr. Howard, a Full Professor at ISU, completed her Ph.D. in social work at the University of
Chicago and was involved in several research studies conducted by the Chapin Hall Center for Children at U
of C. Smith, a Professor Emerita of ISU, completed her MSSW at the University of Tennessee and continued
to develop her clinical expertise, receiving the ACSW and becoming a licensed clinical social worker. Their
joint work has drawn from Howard's love of social welfare policy and Smith's clinical background to
produce research which informs both adoption policy and practice. Both Howard and Smith serve on the post
adoption task force of the North American Council for Adoptable Children and together they received the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Adoption 2002 Excellence Award for their work in applied
scholarship and research. Also in 2006 both received the Congressional Angels in Adoption Award. Smith
and Howard began a partnership with the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services in the
development of post-adoption services in Illinois. They conducted a four-year evaluation of the Illinois
Adoption & Guardianship Preservation program, begun in 1991, and have continued their study of
therapeutic services to adoptive families who are struggling. Their book, Promoting Successful Adoption:
Practice with Troubled Families, integrates research, theory, and practice knowledge for working with
families after adoption. In addition, they conducted a national study of post-legal grant projects funded by
the U.S. Children's Bureau and in partnership with the American Public Human Services Association,
conducted a qualitative study of post-adoption services funded by states across the nation. The scholarly
research of this team has been published in leading professional journals such as Social Service Review,
Social Work, the Journal of Social Service Research, Children and Youth Services Review, and Adoption
Quarterly. They completed a study of more than 1,300 child welfare adoptive families, which is reported in
their book, After Adoption: The Needs of Adopted Youth, published by the Child Welfare League of
America. Howard and Smith share a strong belief in the obligation of every state and community to support



families who adopt special needs children and they have been committed to developing the capacity of states
and professionals to meet this obligation through their training of thousands of child welfare, mental health,
and judicial professionals around the country and their development of curricula on adoption practice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Carter:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Promoting Successful Adoptions: Practice with Troubled
Families (SAGE Sourcebooks for the Human Services).

Felicia Sharpton:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Promoting Successful
Adoptions: Practice with Troubled Families (SAGE Sourcebooks for the Human Services) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Nicole Floyd:

Promoting Successful Adoptions: Practice with Troubled Families (SAGE Sourcebooks for the Human
Services) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Promoting Successful Adoptions: Practice with Troubled Families (SAGE
Sourcebooks for the Human Services) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Shannon Thomas:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Promoting Successful Adoptions: Practice with
Troubled Families (SAGE Sourcebooks for the Human Services) was colorful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Promoting Successful Adoptions: Practice with Troubled Families (SAGE
Sourcebooks for the Human Services) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For



example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not
at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the
best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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