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During President Barack Obama's first term in office, the United States expanded
its military presence in Afghanistan and increased drone missile strikes across
Pakistan, Yemen, and Somalia. The administration also deployed the military to
combat piracy in the Indian Ocean, engaged in a sustained bombing operation in
Libya, and deployed U.S. Special Forces in Central Africa to capture or kill
Joseph Kony. In these cases, President Obama decided to use force without
congressional approval. Yet, this increased executive power has not been
achieved simply by the presidential assertion of such powers. It has also been
supported by a group of senators and representatives who, for political reasons
that stem from constant campaigning, seek to avoid responsibility for military
action abroad.

In this revealing book, Ryan C. Hendrickson examines President Obama's use of
force in his first term with four major case studies. He demonstrates that, much
like his predecessors, Obama has protected the executive branch's right not only
to command, but also to determine when and where American forces are
deployed. He also considers the voting records of Democrat John Kerry and
Republican John McCain in the Senate, detailing how both men have played
leading roles in empowering the commander-in-chief while limiting Congress's
influence on military decision-making.

Obama at War establishes that the imperial presidency poses significant foreign
policy risks, and concludes with possible solutions to restore a more meaningful
balance of power. The first book on the constitutional and political relationship
between President Obama and the U.S. Congress and the use of military force,
this timely reassessment of war powers provides a lucid examination of executive
privilege and legislative deference in the modern American republic.
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During President Barack Obama's first term in office, the United States expanded its military presence in
Afghanistan and increased drone missile strikes across Pakistan, Yemen, and Somalia. The administration
also deployed the military to combat piracy in the Indian Ocean, engaged in a sustained bombing operation
in Libya, and deployed U.S. Special Forces in Central Africa to capture or kill Joseph Kony. In these cases,
President Obama decided to use force without congressional approval. Yet, this increased executive power
has not been achieved simply by the presidential assertion of such powers. It has also been supported by a
group of senators and representatives who, for political reasons that stem from constant campaigning, seek to
avoid responsibility for military action abroad.

In this revealing book, Ryan C. Hendrickson examines President Obama's use of force in his first term with
four major case studies. He demonstrates that, much like his predecessors, Obama has protected the
executive branch's right not only to command, but also to determine when and where American forces are
deployed. He also considers the voting records of Democrat John Kerry and Republican John McCain in the
Senate, detailing how both men have played leading roles in empowering the commander-in-chief while
limiting Congress's influence on military decision-making.

Obama at War establishes that the imperial presidency poses significant foreign policy risks, and concludes
with possible solutions to restore a more meaningful balance of power. The first book on the constitutional
and political relationship between President Obama and the U.S. Congress and the use of military force, this
timely reassessment of war powers provides a lucid examination of executive privilege and legislative
deference in the modern American republic.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book is notable for its focus not only on President Obama but also on Congress. Its care in tracing
interbranch politics regarding the use of force renders it a substantial scholarly contribution."?Mariah
Zeisberg, author of War Powers: The Politics of Constitutional Authority

"Ryan Hendrickson has once again written a perceptive analysis of the war power, explaining how this basic
constitutional authority has shifted from Congress to the President and undermined the basic principle of
republican government, leading to costly, ill-considered military initiatives. A significant and effective
contribution to our understanding, blessed with clear and direct writing."?Louis Fisher, author of
Presidential War Power

"[T]his book is a good overview of the constitutional arguments made by the current presidential
administration about its actions in the name of national security."?Choice

"Hendrickson's [. . .] volume is not solely for history buffs and political junkies;

anyone who watches CSPAN or follows foreign policy will find it easy to read,

informative, and well documented."?Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs

"A text that is [. . .] well-written, richly documented, and extremely readable, which in itself is a testament to
Professor Hendrickson's ability to produce a piece of academic literature that is both instructive and
enjoyable to read."?Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society

About the Author
Ryan C. Hendrickson is professor of political science at Eastern Illinois University. He is the author of
Diplomacy and War at NATO: The Secretary General and Military Action after the Cold War and The
Clinton Wars: The Constitution, Congress, and War Powers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robin Boucher:

This Obama at War: Congress and the Imperial Presidency (Studies In Conflict Diplomacy Peace) book is
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this
book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Obama at War: Congress and the Imperial
Presidency (Studies In Conflict Diplomacy Peace) without we realize teach the one who reading it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Obama at War: Congress and the Imperial
Presidency (Studies In Conflict Diplomacy Peace) can bring once you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Obama at
War: Congress and the Imperial Presidency (Studies In Conflict Diplomacy Peace) having fine arrangement
in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.



Arthur Elsberry:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a guide. The book Obama at War: Congress and the Imperial Presidency (Studies In Conflict
Diplomacy Peace) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Erica Dennis:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled Obama at War: Congress and the Imperial Presidency (Studies In Conflict Diplomacy Peace) your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one
web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Obama at War: Congress
and the Imperial Presidency (Studies In Conflict Diplomacy Peace) giving you one more experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Kevin Diaz:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book Obama at War: Congress and the Imperial Presidency (Studies In Conflict
Diplomacy Peace) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person
must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life at this book Obama at War: Congress and the Imperial Presidency (Studies In Conflict
Diplomacy Peace). You can more desirable than now.
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