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Travis Coates has a good head…on someone else’s shoulders. A touching,
hilarious, and wholly original coming-of-age story from John Corey Whaley,
author of the Printz and Morris Award–winning Where Things Come Back.

Listen—Travis Coates was alive once and then he wasn’t.
Now he’s alive again.
Simple as that.

The in between part is still a little fuzzy, but Travis can tell you that, at some
point or another, his head got chopped off and shoved into a freezer in Denver,
Colorado. Five years later, it was reattached to some other guy’s body, and well,
here he is. Despite all logic, he’s still sixteen, but everything and everyone
around him has changed. That includes his bedroom, his parents, his best friend,
and his girlfriend. Or maybe she’s not his girlfriend anymore? That’s a bit fuzzy
too.

Looks like if the new Travis and the old Travis are ever going to find a way to
exist together, there are going to be a few more scars.

Oh well, you only live twice.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 9 Up—Travis Coates, 16, is dying of cancer, so he accepts an offer from a cryogenic group to have his
head removed and frozen with the hope that it would be attached to another body in the future and he could
be reanimated. Five years later, he "wakes up" with a new body and is still 16. There are a few minor
problems with his new life-he is a celebrity/freak and gets more attention than he wants, he has to get used to
a body that has different abilities than his old one, and he has to go to school with kids he doesn't know. The
biggest problem is that Travis's best friend and his girlfriend are now 21 years old and have moved on with
their lives while he feels like he has simply taken a nap. Cate is engaged and not interested in in a
relationship with a teenager. Travis is obsessed with the idea that he can win her back and won't accept her
repeated "no." He tries various means to convince her that he's still the one for her: some hilarious, some
touching, some inappropriate, but all definitely sophomoric. The premise of the story is interesting although
far-fetched. The author does a good job of describing the emotions and reactions of all of the characters, but
Travis's fixation on Cate becomes tiresome and a plot twist at the end feels like it was thrown in just to make
the story longer.—Nancy P. Reeder, Heathwood Hall Episcopal School, Columbia, SC

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Travis Coates has lost his head—literally. As he dies from acute lymphoblastic leukemia,
his head is surgically removed and cryogenically frozen. Five years pass, and, thanks to advances in medical
science, it becomes possible to reanimate his head and attach it to a donor body. Travis Coates is alive again,
but while his family and friends are all 5 years older, Travis hasn’t aged—he is still 16 and a sophomore in
high school. Awkward? Difficult? Puzzling? You bet. In the past, the two people he could have talked to
about this were his best friend, Kyle, and his girlfriend, Cate. But now they’re part of the problem. Kyle, who
came out to Travis on his deathbed, has gone back into the closet, and Cate is engaged to be married.
Stubbornly, Travis vows to reverse these developments by coaxing Kyle out of the closet and persuading
Cate to fall in love with him again. How this plays out is the substance of this wonderfully original,
character-driven second novel. Whaley has written a tour de force of imagination and empathy, creating a
boy for whom past, present, and future come together in an implied invitation to readers to wonder about the
very nature of being. A sui generis novel of ideas, Noggin demands much of its readers, but it offers them
equally rich rewards. HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Whaley’s sleeper debut, Where Things Come Back
(2011), won both the Michael L. Printz Award and the William C. Morris Award, so readers will be eagerly
awaiting this second effort. Grades 9-12. --Michael Cart

Review
* "Travis Coates has lost his head—literally.... [A] wonderfully original, character-driven second novel.
Whaley has written a tour de force of imagination and empathy, creating a boy for whom past, present, and
future come together in an implied invitation to readers to wonder about the very nature of being. A sui
generis novel of ideas, Noggin demands much of its readers, but it offers them equally rich rewards."
(Booklist, November 2013, *STARRED REVIEW)

"The madcap story of a boy who loses his head and finds it again. . . . Readers will recognize the Printz
winner’s trademark lovable characterizations. . . . They’ll also recognize the poignantly rendered reflections
on life, love, death and everything in between. . . . Whaley’s signature cadence and mad storytelling skillz
are worth every page. A satisfyingly oddball Frankenstein-like tale of connectivity." (Kirkus Reviews,
February 2014)

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


* "Travis Coates has his head surgically removed and cryogenically frozen after he dies (of leukemia at age
16)...five years after his death, technological advances allow doctors to attach his head to a donor body that's
taller and more muscular than the original.... Travis's comic determination to turn back the hands of time...is
poignant and heartbreaking. His status in limbo will resonate with teens who feel the same frustration at
being treated like kids and told to act like adults." (Publishers Weekly, January 2014, *STARRED REVIEW)

"Whaley’s sweet and raunchy first-person narrative provides a thought-provoking look at the notions of self-
awareness, the nature of identity, and the angst of a very special teen. The lively, conversational style will
engage teen readers in search of an unusual, but relatable, character. At times hilarious and heart-wrenching,
Noggin, with its eye-catching cover art, belongs in all library collections serving young adults." (VOYA,
February 2014)

"Readers will find it easy to become invested in Travis's second coming-of age—brimming with humor,
pathos, and angst—and root for him to make peace with his new life." (Horn Book Magazine, March/April
2014)

"Travis Coates, 16, is dying of cancer, so he accepts an offer from a cryogenic group to have his head
removed and frozen with the hope that it would be attached to another body in the future and he could be
reanimated. Five years later, he "wakes up" with a new body and is still 16. . . . The premise of the story is
interesting. . . . The author does a good job of describing the emotions and reactions of all of the characters."
(School Library Journal, March 2014)

* "What is it like to be frozen, à la Ted Williams, never believing you'll really come back--and then you do?
That's the preposterous premise of John Corey Whaley's novel, conveyed with realistic emotions that keep
his narrator, Travis, grounded, and the story credible--and also highly entertaining--for readers. . . . Whaley
makes his hero's implausible situation absolutely convincing. The questions lurking behind Travis's
sometimes rash actions plague all teenagers. . . . Ultimately this insightful story explores the challenges of
intimate relationships and managing expectations. Whaley asks teens to think about the life they want to
make for themselves." (Shelf Awareness, April 2014, *STARRED REVIEW*)

"NOGGIN is an incredibly imaginative way to examine the universal feeling of longing to return to the way
things use to be…. Far from predictable, NOGGIN contains a few twists to keep readers guessing, but the
real heart of the book is the hang up on the past--the feeling that if you could just remind someone you loved
how things used to be, old feelings would quickly return. It also focuses on larger issues, like how to deal
with the weight of other's expectations, and how to get a friend to be true to themselves. NOGGIN is a novel
about trying for a future very different from the one you planned, and learning to be ok with the change.
Funny and relatable, fans of Whaley's first novel WHERE THINGS COME BACK won't be disappointed."
(Teenreads.com, April 2014)

“The premise of John Corey Whaley’s young adult novel “Noggin” – outlandish as it is – has such wonderful
resonance. . . . Whaley has a gift for detail. . . . He can be very funny. . . . And, like [John] Green, he can
choke you up.” (New York Times Book Review, May 2014)

"A graceful combination of raw heartbreak and biting wit (including plenty of head puns) guides Travis
through [his] existential search for life's meaning and survival. . . . While the novel's premise may be straight
out of Hollywood, Travis' voice could not be any truer. Fans of John Green will welcome this smart
tearjerker." (BookPage, April/May 2014, Top Pick)

"We weren't sure what to expect from this one, but were pleasantly surprised by honest, funny and incredibly



likeable Travis. As a walking miracle, he should be grateful, but he struggles with feeling out of step in his
own life. Noggin is filled with loving relationships that remind us that even with the kindest people and the
best intentions, life is complicated." (Justine Magazine, June/July 2014)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eloisa Hurd:

Noggin can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because
this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every
word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Noggin but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information may
drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Jerry Carley:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Noggin
will give you new experience in examining a book.

Sheila Robinson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Noggin can give you a lot of buddies because by you
looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps
your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate?
Let's have Noggin.

Adeline Norris:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt
the idea when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Noggin to make your
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try
to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book
Noggin can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the
time.
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