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Nietzsche's impact on the world of culture, philosophy, and the arts is
uncontested, but his political thought remains mired in controversy. By placing
Nietzsche back in his late-nineteenth-century German context, Nietzsche's Great
Politics moves away from the disputes surrounding Nietzsche's appropriation by
the Nazis and challenges the use of the philosopher in postmodern democratic
thought. Rather than starting with contemporary democratic theory or continental
philosophy, Hugo Drochon argues that Nietzsche's political ideas must first be
understood in light of Bismarck's policies, in particular his "Great Politics,"
which transformed the international politics of the late nineteenth century.

Nietzsche's Great Politics shows how Nietzsche made Bismarck's notion his
own, enabling him to offer a vision of a unified European political order that was
to serve as a counterbalance to both Britain and Russia. This order was to be led
by a "good European" cultural elite whose goal would be to encourage the rebirth
of Greek high culture. In relocating Nietzsche's politics to their own time, the
book offers not only a novel reading of the philosopher but also a more accurate
picture of why his political thought remains so relevant today.
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Nietzsche's impact on the world of culture, philosophy, and the arts is uncontested, but his political thought
remains mired in controversy. By placing Nietzsche back in his late-nineteenth-century German context,
Nietzsche's Great Politics moves away from the disputes surrounding Nietzsche's appropriation by the Nazis
and challenges the use of the philosopher in postmodern democratic thought. Rather than starting with
contemporary democratic theory or continental philosophy, Hugo Drochon argues that Nietzsche's political
ideas must first be understood in light of Bismarck's policies, in particular his "Great Politics," which
transformed the international politics of the late nineteenth century.

Nietzsche's Great Politics shows how Nietzsche made Bismarck's notion his own, enabling him to offer a
vision of a unified European political order that was to serve as a counterbalance to both Britain and Russia.
This order was to be led by a "good European" cultural elite whose goal would be to encourage the rebirth of
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Editorial Review

Review
"The task that Hugo Drochon sets himself is to reinsert some political content into Nietzsche and show that
he had a systematic political theory. The result is a superb case of deep intellectual renewal and the most
important book to have been written about him in the past few years."--Gavin Jacobson, New Statesman

"This book is not so much a reclamation of his [Nietzsche's] thinking on the subject as a reconstruction of the
development of political thinking in the philosopher's works, so often missed by those who require thinking
and expression less profound to make sense of such. Coherent, detailed and balanced."--Daniel Binney,
Times Higher Education

"The book achieves its stated goal with aplomb as it follows the development of political ideas in Nietzsche's
works, and it deserves to become a standard reference text for advanced students and Nietzsche scholars."--
Mina Mitreva, Past Imperfect

"In this compelling and accessible study, Drochon--a historian of 19th- and 20th-century political thought--
argues the affirmative case, contending that Nietzsche articulated a ‘great politics' centered on the unification
of Continental Europe under the aegis of a cultivated, interbred class of superior individuals who would
ultimately lead a geopolitical struggle against Great Britain and Russia for world supremacy. . . . One can
find lots of books on Nietzsche, but this one stands out for its clarity and excellence."--Choice

"'Hugo Drochon sets out to show that Nietzsche had a 'politics' after all. [He] in large part succeeds, and
gives an illuminating account of Nietzsche’s vision for a unified, cosmopolitan Europe. . . . This is a learned
book that does a nice job of situating Nietzsche in his social and political context. . . . Drochon’s is a book
from which one will learn a great deal, and . . . Will challenge us to reconsider our opinions about Nietzsche
and his place in history."--Andrew Huddleston, Times Literary Supplement

"A thought-provoking contribution to the debate over Nietzsche's politics. . . . [It] contains plenty to interest
the contemporary Nietzsche scholar, providing insight into Nietzsche's political statements and offering a
tantalising glimpse into his preparations for a great role in the politics of his age."--Simon Townsend,
Contemporary Political Theory

From the Back Cover

"This excellent, illuminating book deserves to become a standard work for all scholars and students of
Nietzsche, and it will be indispensable to scholars of his political thought. Hugo Drochon provides a great
deal of new insight into Nietzsche's work as well as its relevance in the contemporary world."--Tamsin
Shaw, New York University

About the Author
Hugo Drochon is a historian of nineteenth- and twentieth-century political thought and a postdoctoral
research fellow at CRASSH, the Centre for Research in the Arts, Social Sciences, and Humanities, at the
University of Cambridge.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Jacobs:

This Nietzsche’s Great Politics book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Nietzsche’s Great
Politics without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Nietzsche’s Great Politics can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space
or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Nietzsche’s Great Politics having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Robert Riggio:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Nietzsche’s Great Politics book since this
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jennifer Stephens:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Nietzsche’s Great Politics was colorful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Nietzsche’s Great Politics has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.

Barbara Kyle:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Nietzsche’s Great Politics. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could
add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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