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Edgar Award for Best Young Adult Mystery

Mindy McGinnis, the acclaimed author of Not a Drop to Drink and In a Handful
of Dust, combines murder, madness, and mystery in a beautifully twisted gothic
historical thriller perfect for fans of novels such as Asylum and The Diviners as
well as television's True Detective and American Horror Story.

Grace Mae is already familiar with madness when family secrets and the bulge in
her belly send her to an insane asylum—but it is in the darkness that she finds a
new lease on life. When a visiting doctor interested in criminal psychology
recognizes Grace's brilliant mind beneath her rage, he recruits her as his assistant.
Continuing to operate under the cloak of madness at crime scenes allows her to
gather clues from bystanders who believe her less than human. Now comfortable
in an ethical asylum, Grace finds friends—and hope. But gruesome nights bring
Grace and the doctor into the circle of a killer who will bring her shaky sanity
and the demons in her past dangerously close to the surface.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 9 Up—This compelling historical thriller opens with Grace Mae impregnated by her own father and
locked away in a horrific asylum, mute and sealed within her own mind. She wishes for death, seeing herself
as an empty husk, a vessel only for the life within. When she is pushed too far by the barbarous staff, she
reacts violently, leading to the loss of her baby and being sent to die in a basement dungeon. She is
discovered by a visiting doctor who sees within Grace the ability to help him in his work solving crime
through criminal profiling. Grace is secreted away from Boston to Ohio, where though still in an insane
asylum, her life is vastly improved. There she makes friends with a group of realistically complex characters,
and assists Dr. Thornhollow in his work. Grace comes to terms with her life, and discovers what she can
change, and how to survive that which she cannot. Though she continues to be entrapped in silence most of
the time, she manages to make human connections, eventually using them to face her demons. Sympathetic
characters make questionable moral choices, perhaps justified by their lack of power to effect change in a
direct way. Grace's personal struggles to find her own place and influence her own story mirror the historical
struggles of women throughout history. VERDICT Fans of period pieces and crime dramas will be pleased
with this haunting tale.—Genevieve Feldman, San Francisco Public Library

Review
''[Amidst] moments of unthinkable cruelty, Grace's story shines. Every person she encounters, mad or
trapped by the label of madness, feels achingly real. Readers will wish they could watch her and
Thornhollow solve murders for pages and pages more. A dark study of the effects of power in the wrong
hands, buoyed by a tenacious heroine and her colorful companions.'' --Kirkus Reviews

''Grace's personal struggles to find her own place and influence her own story mirror the historical struggles
of women throughout history. Fans of period pieces and crime dramas will be pleased with this haunting
tale.'' --School Library Journal

''Brutal, relentless, and haunting. Every character in A Madness So Discreet is more colorful and
unforgettable than the last. With a realistic, emotionally complex, and clever heroine, readers will find
themselves rooting for Grace from page one. Her story and McGinnis' style are too gripping to ignore.'' --
Madeleine Roux, New York Times bestselling author

From the Back Cover

Grace Mae knows madness.

She keeps it locked away, along with her voice, trapped deep inside a brilliant mind that cannot forget
horrific family secrets. Those secrets, along with the bulge in her belly, land her in a Boston insane asylum.

When her voice returns in a burst of violence, Grace is banished to the dark cellars, where her mind is
discovered by a visiting doctor who dabbles in the new study of criminal psychology. With her keen eyes
and sharp memory, Grace will make the perfect assistant at crime scenes. Escaping from Boston to the safety
of an ethical Ohio asylum, Grace finds friendship and hope, hints of a life she should have had. But
gruesome nights bring Grace and the doctor into the circle of a killer who stalks young women. Grace,
continuing to operate under the cloak of madness, must hunt a murderer while she confronts the demons in
her own past.



In this beautifully twisted historical thriller, Mindy McGinnis, acclaimed author of Not a Drop to Drink and
In a Handful of Dust, explores the fine line between sanity and insanity, good and evil—and the madness
that exists in all of us.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jacob Lehr:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need that A Madness So Discreet
to read.

Margaret Thompson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline A Madness So
Discreet suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled A Madness
So Discreetis a single of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Frances Pierce:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying A Madness So Discreet
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick A Madness So Discreet become your current starter.

Anne Simons:

You may get this A Madness So Discreet by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not
only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately



make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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