
Visions of War: Picturing Warfare from the
Stone Age to the Cyber Age

By David D. Perlmutter

Visions of War: Picturing Warfare from the Stone Age to the Cyber Age By
David D. Perlmutter

From the dawn of time to the present, from the days of mammoth hunting to the
era of Scud-busting, pictures of war constitute the most persistent genre of
images human beings have created. In fact, human beings are the only creatures
who engage in these two activities--organized violence and the making of
pictorial images--and the author shows how both art and war emerge from the
same source: the hunter's eye.

David D. Perlmutter's Visions of War explores and analyzes the thirteen
thousand-year legacy of pictures of war from various cultures over the centuries,
from the Stone Age cave paintings and monumental sculpture of the ancient Near
East to the art of the classical period and the Middle Ages, from pre-contact
Mesoamerican imagery to Napoleonic propaganda and totalitarian art and on to
the instantaneous images of the Gulf War.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
David D. Perlmutter delivers an idiosyncratic and highly original history of warfare by focusing on its
images, starting with cave art nearly 20,000 years old and concluding with today's computer games. In
between, he brings aesthetic and photojournalistic sensibilities to a series of studies on how artists and
cultures (mainly Western) have depicted captains, comrades, enemies, and the terror of war. Readers will
find famous pictures on these pages, such as the six American soldiers raising the flag on Iwo Jima's Mount
Suribachi in the Second World War. ("The original group of six could have been cast by Warner Brothers,"
Perlmutter writes. "Their ethnic background included Anglo-Saxon, Pima Indian, Czechoslovak, and French.
Their diversity became one of the selling points of the image and its ideal--they were America, or rather how
America wanted to see itself in olive drab in wartime.") Perlmutter shows how some well-known images,
such as the crumbling mosaic portraying Alexander the Great and Darius II in close combat, are works of
fiction. Alexander and Darius "probably never came within shouting distance," yet this famous picture, in its
way, reveals larger truths about combat. And he wonders how the antiseptic, high-tech images of "living
room wars" such as the Persian Gulf War will alter warfare in the future: "Could training in virtual war
simulations, no matter how realistic in the other elements of war--including noise, jolting movement, and
variations in temperature--fail to teach nascent warriors to fear death?" Visions of War lacks a single thesis,
but it more than compensates through dozens of fascinating discussions of individual war imagery and what
they reveal about human nature and civilization. --John J. Miller

Review

"There have been countless books on revolutions in warfare. David Perlmutter has written an extraordinarily
important book on what is permanent in warfare and on the relationship between the permanent and the
transitory. By looking at war through the prism of images that humans have created to prepresent warfare,
Perlmutter has plumbed the relationship between the experience of war, imagining war, and the evolution of
warfare. He has gone beyond ordinary books about warfare to consider the relationship between war and the
human condition. Visions of War is more than a contribution to the study of warfare. It is an important
contribution of the study of war as a dimension of human exsistence." --George Friedman, Chairman of
Stratfo and author of The Future of War

About the Author

David D. Perlmutter is currently area head for political communication at the Manship School of Mass
Communication, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge. He is the author of Photojournalism and Foreign
Policy and has published articles in a number of scholarly journals, including Historical Methods, Visual
Anthropology, and Journal of Communication.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennie Miller:

Here thing why that Visions of War: Picturing Warfare from the Stone Age to the Cyber Age are different
and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content from it



which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Visions of War: Picturing Warfare from the Stone Age
to the Cyber Age giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no guide that similar with Visions of War: Picturing Warfare from the Stone Age to the Cyber
Age. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the branded book maybe the form of Visions of War: Picturing Warfare from the Stone Age to the Cyber
Age in e-book can be your alternative.

Laurie Dunn:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Visions of War: Picturing
Warfare from the Stone Age to the Cyber Age suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well
known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Visions of War: Picturing Warfare from the Stone Age to
the Cyber Ageis a single of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men
and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world on this book.

Myrta Bundy:

Visions of War: Picturing Warfare from the Stone Age to the Cyber Age can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Visions of War: Picturing Warfare from the Stone Age to the Cyber Age nevertheless doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Doris Garcia:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Visions of War: Picturing Warfare from the Stone Age to the Cyber Age offer you a new
experience in reading through a book.
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