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Exodus of Kashmiri Pandits from Kashmir in 1989, was their seventh such
exodus since the arrival of Islam in Kashmir, in the fourteenth century. This was
precipitated by the outbreak of Pakistan-sponsored insurgency across Kashmir
Valley in 1989. The radical Islamists targeted Pandits - a minuscule community
in Muslim dominated society, creating enormous fear, panic and grave sense of
insecurity. In the face of ruthless atrocities inflicted on them, the Pandits’ sole
concern was ensuring their own physical safety and their resolve not to convert to
Islam.

Over 350,000 Kashmiri Pandits were forced to flee en masse leaving their home
and hearth. This was the single largest forced displacement of people of a
particular ethnicity after partition of India.

Pandits’ travails did not end with the exodus. The obstructive and intimidating
attitude of the State administration towards the Pandit refugees, made their post-
exodus existence even more miserable. The Government at the Centre too
remained indifferent to their plight.

This book traces the Pandits’ economic and political marginalization in the State
over the past six decades and covers in detail the events that led to their eventual
exodus.

In the light of ethnic cleansing of Pandits from the Valley, the book also
examines some critical issues so crucial to India’s survival as a multi-cultural,
liberal and secular democracy
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Exodus of Kashmiri Pandits from Kashmir in 1989, was their seventh such exodus since the arrival of Islam
in Kashmir, in the fourteenth century. This was precipitated by the outbreak of Pakistan-sponsored
insurgency across Kashmir Valley in 1989. The radical Islamists targeted Pandits - a minuscule community
in Muslim dominated society, creating enormous fear, panic and grave sense of insecurity. In the face of
ruthless atrocities inflicted on them, the Pandits’ sole concern was ensuring their own physical safety and
their resolve not to convert to Islam.

Over 350,000 Kashmiri Pandits were forced to flee en masse leaving their home and hearth. This was the
single largest forced displacement of people of a particular ethnicity after partition of India.

Pandits’ travails did not end with the exodus. The obstructive and intimidating attitude of the State
administration towards the Pandit refugees, made their post-exodus existence even more miserable. The
Government at the Centre too remained indifferent to their plight.

This book traces the Pandits’ economic and political marginalization in the State over the past six decades
and covers in detail the events that led to their eventual exodus.

In the light of ethnic cleansing of Pandits from the Valley, the book also examines some critical issues so
crucial to India’s survival as a multi-cultural, liberal and secular democracy
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Col. Tej Kumar Tikoo (Retd), PhD, was born at Srinagar (Kashmir) on April 15, 1950. After completing
his school and college education at Srinagar, he joined the Indian Army, being commissioned into 1st
Battalion of the newly raised Naga Regiment on August 22, 1971. Soon thereafter, he found himself fighting
the 1971 Indo-Pak war in the eastern sector, which resulted in the creation of Bangladesh. As an
infantryman, Col. Tikoo spent a major portion of his thirty-four years of service in the army on the line of
control in Jammu and Kashmir or fighting insurgency operations. Col. Tikoo is a graduate of the prestigious
Defense Services Staff College and has been an instructor in the Senior Command wing of the Army War
College at Mhow. He retired in 2004 and has an M.Sc. in defense studies from Madras University, and a PhD
in defense studies.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hilda Baker:

This Kashmir: Its Aborigines and their Exodus are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Kashmir: Its Aborigines and their Exodus can be among the great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Kashmir: Its
Aborigines and their Exodus giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Bonnie Abramowitz:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Kashmir: Its Aborigines and their Exodus can be excellent book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Amado Elam:

Often the book Kashmir: Its Aborigines and their Exodus has a lot associated with on it. So when you read



this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking
over this book.

John Martindale:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal
or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Kashmir: Its Aborigines and their Exodus can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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