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The American family is changing. Divorce, single parents, and stepfamilies are
redefi ning the ways we live together and raise our children. Many "experts" feel
these seemingly inevitable changes should be celebrated; they claim that the
"new" families, which often lack a strong father, are actually healthier than
traditional two-parent families?or, at the very least, do children no harm. But as
David Popenoe shows in Families Without Fathers this optimistic view is
severely misguided.

Examining evidence from social and behavioral science, history, and
evolutionary biology, Popenoe shows why fathers today are deserting their
families in record numbers. The disintegration of the child-centered, two parent
family?especially in the inner cities, where as many as two in three children are
growing up without their fathers?and the weakening commitment of fathers to
their children that more and more follows divorce, are central causes of many of
our worst individual and social problems. Juvenile delinquency, drug and alcohol
abuse, teenage pregnancy, welfare dependency, and child poverty can be directly
traced to fathers' lack of involvement in their children's lives.

Our situation will only get worse, Popenoe warns, unless men are willing to
renew their commitment to their marriages and to their children. Yet he is not
just an alarmist. He suggests concrete policies, and new ways of thinking and
acting that will help all fathers improve their marriages and family lives, and tells
us what we as individuals and as a society can do to support and strengthen the
most important thing a man can do.
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The American family is changing. Divorce, single parents, and stepfamilies are redefi ning the ways we live
together and raise our children. Many "experts" feel these seemingly inevitable changes should be
celebrated; they claim that the "new" families, which often lack a strong father, are actually healthier than
traditional two-parent families?or, at the very least, do children no harm. But as David Popenoe shows in
Families Without Fathers this optimistic view is severely misguided.

Examining evidence from social and behavioral science, history, and evolutionary biology, Popenoe shows
why fathers today are deserting their families in record numbers. The disintegration of the child-centered,
two parent family?especially in the inner cities, where as many as two in three children are growing up
without their fathers?and the weakening commitment of fathers to their children that more and more follows
divorce, are central causes of many of our worst individual and social problems. Juvenile delinquency, drug
and alcohol abuse, teenage pregnancy, welfare dependency, and child poverty can be directly traced to
fathers' lack of involvement in their children's lives.

Our situation will only get worse, Popenoe warns, unless men are willing to renew their commitment to their
marriages and to their children. Yet he is not just an alarmist. He suggests concrete policies, and new ways of
thinking and acting that will help all fathers improve their marriages and family lives, and tells us what we as
individuals and as a society can do to support and strengthen the most important thing a man can do.
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Editorial Review

Review

“[A] genuinely ground-breaking work about the consequences for African families of absent fathers.”

—Adrian Thatcher, INTAMS

About the Author

David Popenoe is professor of sociology emeritus and was co-director of the National Marriage Project at
Rutgers University. He is the author or editor of numerous books and articles and as co-chair of the Council
on Families in America, he was the primary author of its pioneering 1995 report Marriage in America: A
Report to the Nation. Some of his other works include Promises to Keep: Decline and Renewal of Marriage
in America and War Over the Family.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jonathan Ouzts:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Families without Fathers: Fatherhood,
Marriage and Children in American Society will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or suitable book with you?

Daniel Martin:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't



wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Families without Fathers: Fatherhood,
Marriage and Children in American Society. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Elizabeth Daugherty:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Families without Fathers: Fatherhood, Marriage
and Children in American Society can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Edward Sullivan:

This Families without Fathers: Fatherhood, Marriage and Children in American Society is great guide for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can
point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Families without Fathers: Fatherhood, Marriage and Children in American
Society in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?
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