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Encounters with Godard takes the reader on a personal voyage into the sensory
pleasures and polyphonic rhythms of Jean-Luc Godard's multimedia work since
the late 1970s, from his feature films and video essays to his published writings,
art books, and media performances. Godard, suggests James S. Williams, lays
ethical claim to the cinematic, defined in the broadest terms as relationality and
artistic resistance. An introductory chapter on the extended history of La
Chinoise (1967), a film explicitly of montage, is followed by seven different
types of critical encounters with Godard, encompassing the fields of art and
photography, music and literature, and foregrounding themes of gender and
sexuality, race and violence, mystery and emotion. The Godard who emerges
here is a restless and radical experimenter who establishes new cinematic
thresholds through new technology and expands the creative potential and free
exchange of the archives. Williams examines works including Nouvelle vague
(1990), Film socialisme (2010), Helas pour moi (1993), and the magnum opus
Histoire(s) du cinema (1988-98). Wide-ranging and accessible, Encounters with
Godard marks a major intervention in the study of film aesthetics and ethics
while forging a vital dialogue with literature, history and politics, art and art
history, music and musicology, philosophy, and aesthetics.
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Encounters with Godard takes the reader on a personal voyage into the sensory pleasures and polyphonic
rhythms of Jean-Luc Godard's multimedia work since the late 1970s, from his feature films and video essays
to his published writings, art books, and media performances. Godard, suggests James S. Williams, lays
ethical claim to the cinematic, defined in the broadest terms as relationality and artistic resistance. An
introductory chapter on the extended history of La Chinoise (1967), a film explicitly of montage, is followed
by seven different types of critical encounters with Godard, encompassing the fields of art and photography,
music and literature, and foregrounding themes of gender and sexuality, race and violence, mystery and
emotion. The Godard who emerges here is a restless and radical experimenter who establishes new cinematic
thresholds through new technology and expands the creative potential and free exchange of the archives.
Williams examines works including Nouvelle vague (1990), Film socialisme (2010), Helas pour moi (1993),
and the magnum opus Histoire(s) du cinema (1988-98). Wide-ranging and accessible, Encounters with
Godard marks a major intervention in the study of film aesthetics and ethics while forging a vital dialogue
with literature, history and politics, art and art history, music and musicology, philosophy, and aesthetics.
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Editorial Review

Review
A landmark contribution to our understanding of Godard and of modernist expression as a whole. David
Sterritt, author of The Films of Jean-Luc Godard: Seeing the Invisible
Writing with a delirious lucidity, Williams opens Godard to debate and dialogue that informs, extends,
opens, and illuminates what may be the greatest and most complex body of cinema of the last half-century.
Tom Conley, author of Film Hieroglyphs: Ruptures in Classical Cinema"

"A landmark contribution to our understanding of Godard and of modernist expression as a whole." -- David
Sterritt, author of The Films of Jean-Luc Godard: Seeing the Invisible
"Writing with a delirious lucidity, Williams opens Godard to debate and dialogue that informs, extends,
opens, and illuminates what may be the greatest and most complex body of cinema of the last half-century."
-- Tom Conley, author of Film Hieroglyphs: Ruptures in Classical Cinema

About the Author

James S. Williams is Professor of Modern French Literature and Film at Royal Holloway, University of
London. His books include Space and Being in Contemporary French Cinema; Gender and French Cinema
(coedited with Alex Hughes); and The Erotics of Passage: Pleasure, Politics, and Form in the Later Work of
Marguerite Duras.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Evan Hinson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Encounters with
Godard: Ethics, Aesthetics, Politics (Horizons of Cinema)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Helen Rios:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book Encounters with Godard: Ethics, Aesthetics, Politics
(Horizons of Cinema) has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Encounters with Godard: Ethics, Aesthetics,
Politics (Horizons of Cinema) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with all the book Encounters with Godard: Ethics, Aesthetics, Politics (Horizons of Cinema).



You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Jennifer Day:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Encounters with Godard: Ethics, Aesthetics, Politics
(Horizons of Cinema) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book possesses high quality.

Monique Hightower:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Encounters with Godard: Ethics, Aesthetics,
Politics (Horizons of Cinema), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.
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