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The Fort Mims massacre changed the course of American history in many ways,
not the least of which was the ensuing rise of one Andrew Jackson to the national
stage. The unprecedented Indian victory over the encroaching Americans who
were bent on taking their lands and destroying their culture horrified many and
injured the young nation's pride. Tragedies such as this one have always rallied
Americans to a common cause: a single-minded determination to destroy the
enemy and avenge the fallen. The August 30, 1813, massacre at Fort Mims,
involving hundreds of dead men, women, and children, was just such a spark.

Gregory Waselkov tells compellingly the story of this fierce battle at the fortified
plantation home of Samuel Mims in the Tensaw District of the Mississippi
Territory. With valuable maps, tables, and artifact illustrations, Waselkov looks
closely at the battle to cut through the legends and misinformation that have
grown around the event almost from the moment the last flames died at the
smoldering ruins. At least as important as the details of the battle, though, is his
elucidation of how social forces remarkably converged to spark the conflict and
how reverberations of the battle echo still today, nearly two hundred years later.
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cause: a single-minded determination to destroy the enemy and avenge the fallen. The August 30, 1813,
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Gregory Waselkov tells compellingly the story of this fierce battle at the fortified plantation home of Samuel
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illustrations, Waselkov looks closely at the battle to cut through the legends and misinformation that have
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Editorial Review

Review

"A fine-grained analysis of an almost-forgotten event and place [that] illuminates the social processes at
work in a given era. . . . Waselkov is at his most impressive when narrating the ‘Many Paths to the Tensaw’
and describing the community that developed there. . . . The vignettes about these people demonstrate his
mastery of the relevant sources." 

—Journal of Southern History 

“Blending the diverse and complex but complementary skills of the historian, archaeologist, anthropologist,
and ethnographer, Waselkov has plowed new ground and authored a tour de force, a must-read for those
interested in the vital but tragic early history of our nation, as well as those who savor heritage tourism.”

—Ed Bearrs, Chief Historian Emeritus, National Park Service

"By far the most levelheaded and detailed description of the events that surrounded the assault on Fort Mims.
. . . Carefully written and persuasive in its central claims, A Conquering Spirit will certainly remain the
standard reference for the event for many years to come.”

—American Historical Review

About the Author

 Gregory A. Waselkov is Professor of Anthropology and Director of the Center for Archaeological Studies
at the University of South Alabama. He has written, edited, and contributed to several books, including Old
Mobile Archaeology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jamie Brewer:

The book A Conquering Spirit: Fort Mims and the Redstick War of 1813–1814 (Fire Ant Books) gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject.
If you can make reading a book A Conquering Spirit: Fort Mims and the Redstick War of 1813–1814 (Fire
Ant Books) to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase



your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a
reserve A Conquering Spirit: Fort Mims and the Redstick War of 1813–1814 (Fire Ant Books). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

William Mayer:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that A Conquering Spirit: Fort Mims and the
Redstick War of 1813–1814 (Fire Ant Books) book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Jean Taylor:

Here thing why this A Conquering Spirit: Fort Mims and the Redstick War of 1813–1814 (Fire Ant Books)
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in
the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. A Conquering Spirit: Fort Mims and
the Redstick War of 1813–1814 (Fire Ant Books) giving you information deeper including different ways,
you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with A Conquering Spirit: Fort Mims and
the Redstick War of 1813–1814 (Fire Ant Books). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of A Conquering Spirit: Fort Mims and the
Redstick War of 1813–1814 (Fire Ant Books) in e-book can be your choice.

Virginia Johnson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a publication. The book A Conquering Spirit: Fort Mims and the Redstick War of 1813–1814 (Fire
Ant Books) it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive
but this book offers high quality.
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