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“This important study is not a disinterested reflection on how the most
prominent memoirs are expressions of raced, classed and gendered subjects
rather than ‘the truth’ of Vietnam. Wood does not suggest that these
narratives have nothing to tell us about war. That story is darker than the
most bleak memoirs.” — History Today

In the decades since the Vietnam War, veteran memoirs have influenced
Americans’ understanding of the conflict. Yet few historians or literary scholars
have scrutinized how the genre has shaped the nation’s collective memory of the
war and its aftermath. Instead, veterans’ accounts are mined for colorful quotes
and then dropped from public discourse; are accepted as factual sources with
little attention to how memory, no matter how authentic, can diverge from
events; or are not contextualized in terms of the race, gender, or class of the
narrators.

Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War is a landmark
study of the cultural heritage of the war in Vietnam as presented through the
experience of its American participants. Crossing disciplinary borders in ways
rarely attempted by historians, John A. Wood unearths truths embedded in the
memoirists’ treatments of combat, the Vietnamese people, race relations in the
United States military, male-female relationships in the war zone, and veterans’
postwar troubles. He also examines the publishing industry’s influence on
collective memory, discussing, for example, the tendency of publishers and
reviewers to privilege memoirs critical of the war. Veteran Narratives is a
significant and original addition to the literature on Vietnam veterans and the
conflict as a whole.
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bleak memoirs.” — History Today

In the decades since the Vietnam War, veteran memoirs have influenced Americans’ understanding of the
conflict. Yet few historians or literary scholars have scrutinized how the genre has shaped the nation’s
collective memory of the war and its aftermath. Instead, veterans’ accounts are mined for colorful quotes and
then dropped from public discourse; are accepted as factual sources with little attention to how memory, no
matter how authentic, can diverge from events; or are not contextualized in terms of the race, gender, or class
of the narrators.

Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War is a landmark study of the cultural
heritage of the war in Vietnam as presented through the experience of its American participants. Crossing
disciplinary borders in ways rarely attempted by historians, John A. Wood unearths truths embedded in the
memoirists’ treatments of combat, the Vietnamese people, race relations in the United States military, male-
female relationships in the war zone, and veterans’ postwar troubles. He also examines the publishing
industry’s influence on collective memory, discussing, for example, the tendency of publishers and reviewers
to privilege memoirs critical of the war. Veteran Narratives is a significant and original addition to the
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Editorial Review

Review

“John Wood’s venture into collective memory provides Americans with painful insight into how Vietnam
veterans perceived the conflict, and also how those of us who did not go to fight perceived them. This book
is a considerable historical achievement. More importantly, it can help us ‘get right’ with the war, our
warriors and ourselves. Please read it.” —Stanley N. Katz, director, Princeton University Center for Arts and
Cultural Policy Studies

“To my knowledge, this is the first significant scholarly work to look at veterans’ memoirs as literature and
how they shape the public memory and perception of the Vietnam War. Wood succeeds wonderfully.”
—Heather Marie Stur, author of Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era

“Wood’s fascinating study of Vietnam veterans’ memoirs explores common themes and
representations—accurate and inaccurate—of soldiers’ wartime experiences and how these narratives helped
shape Americans’ collective memory of the war. This groundbreaking volume provides a unique perspective
on America’s most divisive military conflict since the Civil War.” —Kenneth L. Kusmer, author of Down
and Out, on the Road: The Homeless in American History

“One reason that the Vietnam veteran has become the moral vector of the war is the perception that they
were often ignored, abused, hated and marginalized by the US establishment and anti-war activists. Wood
places this within a longer narrative of US homecomings and, while recognizing the damaging legacies of
the war, questions the apparent uniqueness of the difficulties that Vietnam veterans faced returning to
civilian life.…This important study is not a disinterested reflection on how the most prominent memoirs are
expressions of raced, classed and gendered subjects rather than ‘the truth’ of Vietnam. Wood does not
suggest that these narratives have nothing to tell us about war. That story is darker than the most bleak
memoirs.” — History Today

“This wonderfully conceived book belongs in every library. …This nicely written book should be available
to all, and especially to scholars and discerning public intellectuals. Summing up: Highly recommended.”
—CHOICE

About the Author

John Wood earned a PhD in history from Temple University and lives in Westport, Massachusetts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Bettye Heinrich:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Veteran Narratives and the
Collective Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society in North America). All type of book could you see
on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Nicholas Buchanan:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
in comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find book that need more time to be study. Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the
Vietnam War (War and Society in North America) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you
actually who have those short free time problems.

Manuel Porter:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top collection in your reading list is Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War
(War and Society in North America). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Curtis Waters:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory
of the Vietnam War (War and Society in North America) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War (War and
Society in North America) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto
or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading in which.
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