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Tragedy: A Short Introduction reinvigorates the genre for readers who are eager
to embrace it, but who often find the traditional masterpieces too distant from
their own language and world.

Argues that today’s most popular television shows and films thrive on the type●

of violence, passion, madness, and catastrophe first introduced to the stage in
fifth century Athens
Offers selected case studies that exemplify the compelling qualities of tragedy●

Reviews the history of tragic performance and the qualities of the classic tragic●

hero, and clarifies the role of plot in defining traged
Analyzes the difference between a tragedy, a catastrophe, and a mere unhappy●

ending
Explores the past and future of the tragic form●
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Tragedy: A Short Introduction reinvigorates the genre for readers who are eager to embrace it, but who often
find the traditional masterpieces too distant from their own language and world.

Argues that today’s most popular television shows and films thrive on the type of violence, passion,●

madness, and catastrophe first introduced to the stage in fifth century Athens
Offers selected case studies that exemplify the compelling qualities of tragedy●

Reviews the history of tragic performance and the qualities of the classic tragic hero, and clarifies the role●

of plot in defining traged
Analyzes the difference between a tragedy, a catastrophe, and a mere unhappy ending●

Explores the past and future of the tragic form●
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Editorial Review

Review
"Rebecca Bushnell's Tragedy: A Short Introduction is a brisk guide for the student reader. Bushnell's
approach is not only comparative, but even eclectic, as may befit the often rather unwieldy subject of tragedy
. . . the reader will find helpful directions to further reading, but as a concise study, the real strength of this
book lies in its close, attentive engagement with canonical texts." (Oxford Journal, 1 March 2011)

 

From the Back Cover
Though classical tragedy may seem foreign to the contemporary reader, today’s most popular television
shows and films thrive on the type of violence, passion, madness, and catastrophe first introduced to the
stage in fifth-century Athens. Far from being outdated, the themes of conflict in the writings of Sophocles,
Shakespeare, and Racine remain as relevant as ever.

Tragedy: A Short Introduction reinvigorates the genre for readers who are eager to embrace it, but who often
find the traditional masterpieces too distant from their own language and world. Each chapter focuses on
selected case studies that exemplify the compelling qualities of tragedy. The book reviews the history of
tragic performance and the qualities of the classic tragic hero, clarifies the role of plot in defining tragedy,
and analyzes the difference between a tragedy, a catastrophe, and a mere unhappy ending. Tragedy: A Short
Introduction connects classic tragic dramas to the social, political, and cultural worlds that produced them –
and that they were designed to challenge.

About the Author
Rebecca Bushnell is Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Professor of English at the University of
Pennsylvania. She edited A Companion to Tragedy and authored Green Desire: Imagining Early Modern
English Gardens, A Culture of Teaching: Early Modern Humanism in Theory and Practice, Tragedies of
Tyrants: Political Thought and Theater in the English Renaissance, and Prophesying Tragedy: Sign and
Voice in Sophocles’ Theban Plays.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Lockwood:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Tragedy: A Short Introduction as the daily resource
information.



Brian Kelley:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Tragedy: A Short
Introduction suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled Tragedy: A Short Introductionis one of several books which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

John Sledge:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Tragedy: A Short Introduction can be the
solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Roberto Garcia:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Tragedy: A Short Introduction. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware
about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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