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In February 1959, a group of nine experienced hikers in the Russian Ural
Mountains died mysteriously on an elevation known as Dead Mountain. Eerie
aspects of the incident— unsettling and unexplained causes of death, a strange
final photograph taken by one of the hikers, and signs of radioactivity—have led
to decades of speculation over what really happened. This New York Times
bestseller is a gripping work of literary nonfiction delves into the mystery
through unprecedented access to the hikers' own journals and photographs,
government case files, dozens of interviews, and the author's retracing of the
hikers' fateful journey in the Russian winter. A fascinating portrait of the young
hikers and a skillful interweaving of their story and the author's investigations,
here for the first time is the real story of what happened that night on Dead
Mountain.
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In February 1959, a group of nine experienced hikers in the Russian Ural Mountains died mysteriously on an
elevation known as Dead Mountain. Eerie aspects of the incident— unsettling and unexplained causes of
death, a strange final photograph taken by one of the hikers, and signs of radioactivity—have led to decades
of speculation over what really happened. This New York Times bestseller is a gripping work of literary
nonfiction delves into the mystery through unprecedented access to the hikers' own journals and
photographs, government case files, dozens of interviews, and the author's retracing of the hikers' fateful
journey in the Russian winter. A fascinating portrait of the young hikers and a skillful interweaving of their
story and the author's investigations, here for the first time is the real story of what happened that night on
Dead Mountain.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The mystery of the bizarre deaths of elite Russian hikers in a 1959 tragedy on a deadly Ural mountain is the
subject of Eichar&'s extensive investigation. Eichar, a film director and producer, tries to make sense of the
puzzling tale of the dead students from Ural Polytechnic University; he sets off to interview the hikers&'
relatives, investigators, and even a lone survivor. Following the search party&'s retrievals of the bodies, the
questions deepen when the victims are discovered, insufficiently dressed for the frigid weather, shoeless,
with violent injuries, including a horrible skull fracture, a leg torn away, and a tongue ripped out. With
expert analysis of the remaining evidence, Eichar tries to answer why the hikers, seven men and two women,
would go out into the bitter cold without warm clothing to meet certain death; curious, too, is that the
contents of the tent were intact. Possible causes for the panic, according to Eichar and officials, are: an
avalanche; mysterious armed men; even a fatal tiff by the males over the women. As the elements of this
complicated tangle are compiled, the final wrap-up of the mountain tragedy is overwhelming, befitting a case
defying explanation. (Nov.)

From Booklist
The Dyatlov Pass incident is virtually unknown outside Russia, but in that country, it’s been a much-
discussed mystery for decades. In 1959, nine Russian university students disappeared on a hiking expedition
in the Ural Mountains. A rescue team found their bodies weeks later, nearly a mile from their campsite,
partially clothed, shoeless, three of them having died from injuries that indicated a physical confrontation.
What happened here? There have been a lot of theories, ranging from misadventure to government
conspiracy to freak weather to extraterrestrials, but no one has managed to get to the truth. Drawing on
interviews with people who knew the hikers (and with the lone survivor of the expedition, who’d had to turn
back due to illness), Russian case documents, and the hikers’ own diaries, Eichar, an American
documentarian, re-creates the ill-fated expedition and the investigation that followed. The author’s
explanation of what happened on Dead Mountain is necessarily speculative, but it has the advantage of
answering most of the long-standing questions while being intuitively plausible. A gripping book, at least as
dramaticas Krakauer’s Into Thin Air (1997). --David Pitt

Review
"The mystery of the bizarre deaths of elite Russian hikers in a 1959 tragedy on a deadly Ural mountain is the
subject of Eichar's extensive investigation. Eichar, a film director and producer, tries to make sense of the
puzzling tale of the dead students from Ural Polytechnic University; he sets off to interview the hikers'
relatives, investigators, and even a lone survivor. Following the search party's retrievals of the bodies, the
questions deepen when the victims are discovered, insufficiently dressed for the frigid weather, shoeless,
with violent injuries, including a horrible skull fracture, a leg torn away, and a tongue ripped out. With
expert analysis of the remaining evidence, Eichar tries to answer why the hikers, seven men and two women,
would go out into the bitter cold without warm clothing to meet certain death; curious, too, is that the
contents of the tent were intact. Possible causes for the panic, according to Eichar and officials, are: an
avalanche; mysterious armed men; even a fatal tiff by the males over the women. As the elements of this
complicated tangle are compiled, the final wrap-up of the mountain tragedy is overwhelming, befitting a case
defying explanation."
-Publishers Weekly

"An American documentary filmmaker drops into the well of one of Soviet Russia's greatest mysteries. . . . A

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


sad tale of tragedy and investigatory enigmas from the wilds of Soviet Union."
-Kirkus Reviews

A "Best of L.A." pick- Los Angeles Magazine

"Readers will appreciate the drama and poignancy of Eichar's solid depiction of this truly eerie and enduring
mystery."
-Library Journal

"Dead Mountain piques your curiosity from start to finish as the details of these nine young and vibrant
hikers unfold to explain their brave fight for survival in some of the harshest conditions imaginable. "
-Malibu Magazine

"The Dyatlov Pass incident is virtually unknown outside Russia, but in that country, it's been a much-
discussed mystery for decades. In 1959, nine Russian university students disappeared on a hiking expedition
in the Ural Mountains. A rescue team found their bodies weeks later, nearly a mile from their campsite,
partially clothed, shoeless, three of them having died from injuries that indicated a physical confrontation.
What happened here? There have been a lot of theories, ranging from misadventure to government
conspiracy to freak weather to extraterrestrials, but no one has managed to get to the truth. Drawing on
interviews with people who knew the hikers (and with the lone survivor of the expedition, who'd had to turn
back due to illness), Russian case documents, and the hikers' own diaries, Eichar, an American
documentarian, re-creates the ill-fated expedition and the investigation that followed. The author's
explanation of what happened on Dead Mountain is necessarily speculative, but it has the advantage of
answering most of the long-standing questions while being intuitively plausible. A gripping book, at least as
dramatic as Krakauer's Into Thin Air (1997). "
-Booklist

"Five Stars...The best investigation on [The Dyatlov Pass Incident] that I have ever read."
-Mysterious Universe podcast

""Dead Mountain" reads like a mystery, with flashback chapters that lead up to the last known details of the
ill-fated adventure. Author Eichar is a documentary filmmaker who fell into the 50-year-old mystery.
Determined to unravel the clues, he takes a winter hike into the same mountains. His research leads him to
sort through the classic explanations?avalanche, attack by the local Mansi people, high winds, armed men,
weapons testing, and even aliens. Punctuated with primary source documents, readers will be riveted to the
final conclusion of the true story of the Dyatlov Pass incident."
School Library Journal

A Junior Library Guild Selection

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Scully:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact



just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Dead Mountain: The Untold True Story of
the Dyatlov Pass Incident to read.

Jeffrey Dominguez:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Dead Mountain: The Untold True Story of the Dyatlov Pass Incident book is
readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
associated with Dead Mountain: The Untold True Story of the Dyatlov Pass Incident content conveys the
thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Dead Mountain: The Untold True Story of the
Dyatlov Pass Incident is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Adrian White:

Dead Mountain: The Untold True Story of the Dyatlov Pass Incident can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Dead
Mountain: The Untold True Story of the Dyatlov Pass Incident yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Willie Randolph:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Dead Mountain: The Untold True Story of the Dyatlov Pass Incident we can get
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book.
Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
time book Dead Mountain: The Untold True Story of the Dyatlov Pass Incident. You can more attractive
than now.
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