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Yugoslavia was well positioned at the end of the cold war to make a successful
transition to a market economy and westernization. Yet two years later, the
country had ceased to exist, and devastating local wars were being waged to
create new states. Between the fall of the Berlin Wall in November 1989 and the
start of the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina in March 1992, the country moved toward
disintegration at astonishing speed.

The collapse of Yugoslavia into nationalist regimes led not only to horrendous
cruelty and destruction, but also to a crisis of Western security regimes. Coming
at the height of euphoria over the end of the cold war and the promise of a "new
world order," the conflict presented Western governments and the international
community with an unwelcome and unexpected set of tasks. Their initial
assessment that the conflict was of little strategic significance or national interest
could not be sustained in light of its consequences. By 1994 the conflict had
emerged as the most challenging threat to existing norms and institutions that
Western leaders faced. And by the end of 1994, more than three years after the
international community explicitly intervened to mediate the conflict, there had
been no progress on any of the issues raised by the country's dissolution.

In this book, Susan Woodward explains what happened to Yugoslavia and what
can be learned from the response of outsiders to its crisis. She argues that
focusing on ancient ethnic hatreds and military aggression was a way to avoid the
problem and misunderstood nationalism in post-communist states. The real origin
of the Yugoslav conflict, Woodward explains, is the disintegration of
governmental authority and the breakdown of a political and civil order, a
process that occurred over a prolonged period. The Yugoslav conflict is
inseparable from international change and interdependence, and it is not confined
to the Balkans but is part of a more widespread phenomenon of political
disintegration.

Woodward's analysis is based on her first-hand experience before the country's
collapse and then during the later stages of the Bosnian war as a member of the
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UN operation sent to monitor cease-fires and provide humanitarian assistance.
She argues that Western action not only failed to prevent the spread of violence
or to negotiate peace, but actually exacerbated the conflict. Woodward attempts
to explain why these challenges will not cease or the Yugoslav conflicts end until
the actual causes of the conflict, the goals of combatants, and the fundamental
issues they pose for international order are better understood and addressed.
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Yugoslavia was well positioned at the end of the cold war to make a successful transition to a market
economy and westernization. Yet two years later, the country had ceased to exist, and devastating local wars
were being waged to create new states. Between the fall of the Berlin Wall in November 1989 and the start
of the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina in March 1992, the country moved toward disintegration at astonishing
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The collapse of Yugoslavia into nationalist regimes led not only to horrendous cruelty and destruction, but
also to a crisis of Western security regimes. Coming at the height of euphoria over the end of the cold war
and the promise of a "new world order," the conflict presented Western governments and the international
community with an unwelcome and unexpected set of tasks. Their initial assessment that the conflict was of
little strategic significance or national interest could not be sustained in light of its consequences. By 1994
the conflict had emerged as the most challenging threat to existing norms and institutions that Western
leaders faced. And by the end of 1994, more than three years after the international community explicitly
intervened to mediate the conflict, there had been no progress on any of the issues raised by the country's
dissolution.

In this book, Susan Woodward explains what happened to Yugoslavia and what can be learned from the
response of outsiders to its crisis. She argues that focusing on ancient ethnic hatreds and military aggression
was a way to avoid the problem and misunderstood nationalism in post-communist states. The real origin of
the Yugoslav conflict, Woodward explains, is the disintegration of governmental authority and the
breakdown of a political and civil order, a process that occurred over a prolonged period. The Yugoslav
conflict is inseparable from international change and interdependence, and it is not confined to the Balkans
but is part of a more widespread phenomenon of political disintegration.

Woodward's analysis is based on her first-hand experience before the country's collapse and then during the
later stages of the Bosnian war as a member of the UN operation sent to monitor cease-fires and provide
humanitarian assistance. She argues that Western action not only failed to prevent the spread of violence or
to negotiate peace, but actually exacerbated the conflict. Woodward attempts to explain why these challenges
will not cease or the Yugoslav conflicts end until the actual causes of the conflict, the goals of combatants,
and the fundamental issues they pose for international order are better understood and addressed.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Explains what happened to Yugoslavia and what can be learned from the response of outsiders to its crisis.
She argues that focusing on ancient ethnic hatreds and military aggression was a way to avoid the problem
and misunderstand nationalism in post-communist states.

About the Author

Susan L. Woodward  is a senior fellow in the Foreign Policy Studies program at the Brookings Institution
and the author of Socialist Unemployment: The Political Economy of Yugoslavia, 1945-1990 (Princeton
University Press). During much o

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adele Rowan:

The book Balkan Tragedy: Chaos and Dissolution after the Cold War make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Balkan Tragedy: Chaos
and Dissolution after the Cold War for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read
a publication Balkan Tragedy: Chaos and Dissolution after the Cold War. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Doug Herring:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Balkan Tragedy: Chaos and Dissolution
after the Cold War as your daily resource information.

Ann Strickland:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or



picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Balkan Tragedy: Chaos and Dissolution after the Cold War can be
good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Dorcas Rogers:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Balkan Tragedy: Chaos and
Dissolution after the Cold War to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a
book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Balkan Tragedy: Chaos and Dissolution after the Cold War
can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their
time.
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