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In The Mangle of Practice (1995), the renowned sociologist of science Andrew
Pickering argued for a reconceptualization of research practice as a “mangle,” an
open-ended, evolutionary, and performative interplay of human and non-human
agency. While Pickering’s ideas originated in science and technology studies,
this collection aims to extend the mangle’s reach by exploring its application
across a wide range of fields including history, philosophy, sociology,
geography, environmental studies, literary theory, biophysics, and software
engineering.

The Mangle in Practice opens with a fresh introduction to the mangle by
Pickering. Several contributors then present empirical studies that demonstrate
the mangle’s applicability to topics as diverse as pig farming, Chinese medicine,
economic theory, and domestic-violence policing. Other contributors offer
examples of the mangle in action: real-world practices that implement a self-
consciously “mangle-ish” stance in environmental management and software
development. Further essays discuss the mangle as philosophy and social theory.
As Pickering argues in the preface, the mangle points to a shift in interpretive
sensibilities that makes visible a world of de-centered becoming. This volume
demonstrates the viability, coherence, and promise of such a shift, not only in
science and technology studies, but in the social sciences and humanities more
generally.

Contributors: Lisa Asplen, Dawn Coppin, Adrian Franklin, Keith Guzik, Casper
Bruun Jensen,Yiannis Koutalos, Brian Marick, Randi Markussen, Andrew
Pickering, Volker Scheid, Esther-Mirjam Sent, Carol Steiner, Maxim Waldstein
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Editorial Review

Review

“Andrew Pickering is a major figure in the field of science studies. In the original, widely cited and widely
admired but still controversial The Mangle of Practice, he developed a number of important concepts that are
strongly resonant for many members of the current generation of scholars, researchers, and theorists in the
social sciences and humanities. This new, very substantial, highly readable collection will be illuminating for
readers interested in science studies, post-humanist approaches to ethical-pragmatic issues, and/or new
directions in ontology.”—Barbara Herrnstein Smith, author of Scandalous Knowledge: Science, Truth,
and the Human

“Andrew Pickering’s ‘mangle of practice’ is one of the key contemporary interpretive frameworks that
question the society/nature dichotomy. His proposal makes distinct contributions not only to science studies
but to all disciplines engaged in post-humanist projects of knowledge production and committed to
bypassing the sterile dichotomy between rationality and relativism. Applying Pickering’s mangle to
problems ranging from natural resource management to the dynamics of police work, this timely collection
demonstrates the power and flexibility of Pickering’s proposal.”—Mario Biagioli, author of Galileo’s
Instruments of Credit: Telescopes, Images, Secrecy

“This excellent collection offers cutting-edge theorizations of cultural practice, showing how science and
society work with and against each other across a broad cultural landscape. It is especially welcome that the
essays explore, often profoundly, a number of phenomena—practices—which have rarely if ever been
addressed previously, but which are shown here to possess unexpected complexity and
significance.”—Arkady Plotnitsky, author of Complementarity: Anti-Epistemology after Bohr and Derrida

From the Publisher
"Andrew Pickering's "mangle of practice" is one of the key contemporary interpretive frameworks that
question the society/nature dichotomy. His proposal makes distinct contributions not only to science studies
but to all disciplines engaged in posthumanist projects of knowledge production and committed to bypassing
the sterile dichotomy between rationality and relativism. Applying Pickering's mangle to problems ranging
from natural resource management to the dynamics of police work, this timely collection demonstrates the
power and flexibility of Pickering's proposal."--Mario Biagioli, author of Galileo's Instruments of Credit:
Telescopes, Images, Secrecy

"Andrew Pickering is a major figure in the field of science studies. In the original, widely cited and widely
admired but still controversial Mangle of Practice, he developed a number of important concepts that are
strongly resonant for many members of the current generation of scholars, researchers, and theorists in the
social sciences and humanities. This new very substantial, highly readable collection will be illuminating for
readers interested in science studies, post-humanist approaches to ethical-pragmatic issues, and/or new
directions in ontology."--Barbara Herrnstein Smith, author of Scandalous Knowledge: Science, Truth, and
the Human

From the Back Cover



"Andrew Pickering is a major figure in the field of science studies. In the original, widely cited and widely
admired but still controversial "The Mangle of Practice," he developed a number of important concepts that
are strongly resonant for many members of the current generation of scholars, researchers, and theorists in
the social sciences and humanities. This new, very substantial, highly readable collection will be illuminating
for readers interested in science studies, post-humanist approaches to ethical-pragmatic issues, and/or new
directions in ontology."--Barbara Herrnstein Smith, author of "Scandalous Knowledge: Science, Truth, and
the Human
"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dean Rakestraw:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Mangle in Practice: Science, Society, and Becoming (Science and
Cultural Theory) book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge
that want to supply to you. The writer regarding The Mangle in Practice: Science, Society, and Becoming
(Science and Cultural Theory) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to
thinking The Mangle in Practice: Science, Society, and Becoming (Science and Cultural Theory) is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

William Barnett:

Exactly why? Because this The Mangle in Practice: Science, Society, and Becoming (Science and Cultural
Theory) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in
such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you
I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Muriel Colvard:

The book untitled The Mangle in Practice: Science, Society, and Becoming (Science and Cultural Theory)
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language
is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
written by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice examine.



April Cotton:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely The Mangle in Practice: Science, Society, and Becoming (Science
and Cultural Theory). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing
to be precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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