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The Devil's Dictionary is a satirical reference book written by Ambrose Bierce.
The book offers reinterpretations of terms in the English language, lampooning
cant, and political doublespeak, as well as other aspects of human foolishness and
frailty. A number of the definitions are accompanied by satiric verses, many of
which are signed with comic pseudonyms such as Salder Bupp and Orm Pludge;
the most frequently appearing contributor is that learned and ingenious cleric,
Father Gassalasca Jape, S.J., whose lines bear his initials.
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Editorial Review

Review
Satiric lexicon by Ambrose Bierce, first compiled as The Cynic's Word Book in 1906 and reissued under the
author's preferred title five years later. The barbed definitions that Bierce began publishing in the Wasp, a
weekly journal he edited in San Francisco from 1881 to 1886, brought this 19th-century stock form to a new
level of artistry. Employing a terse, aphoristic style, Bierce lampooned social, professional, and religious
convention, as in his definitions for bore--"A person who talks when you wish him to listen"; architect--"One
who drafts a plan of your house, and plans a draft of your money"; and saint--"A dead sinner revised and
edited." Many of the entries include "authenticating" citations from spurious scholarly sources. -- The
Merriam-Webster Encyclopedia of Literature

Review
Ambrose Bierce was an iconoclastic literary genius and this compilation of definitions (written for a satirical
magazine during the 1880s) is a true American classic. Some may find Bierce sexist, nationalist and racist,
but most readers will enjoy his malevolent scepticism and underlying rage against hypocrisy. Ralph
Steadman's incisive illustrations perfectly complement the text. A typical example: Gold n. A yellow metal
greatly prized for its convenience in the various kinds of robbery known as trade. The word was formerly
spelled 'God' - the 'l' was inserted to distinguish it from the name of another inferior deity. Only two years
after the book was published in 1911, Bierce disappeared after setting off for Mexico to join Pancho Villa's
rebels against the corrupt dictatorial regime of Porfirio Diaz. His legacy is memorable.

From the Publisher

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anita Pfeifer:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Devil's
Dictionary book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Thomas Rasmussen:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
someone to imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
others. When you read this The Devil's Dictionary, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about



yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Timothy Payne:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The Devil's
Dictionary provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

James Ensor:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Devil's Dictionary is simple to
create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space
to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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