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Mark Twain is America’s—perhaps the world’s—best known humorous writer.
Yet many commentators in his time and our own have thought of humor as
merely an attractive surface feature rather than a crucial part of both the meaning
and the structure of Twain’s writings. This book begins with a discussion of
humor, and then demonstrates how Twain’s artistic strategies, his remarkable
achievements, and even his philosophy were bound together in his conception of
humor, and how this conception developed across a forty-five year career.

 Kolb shows that Twain is a writer whose lifelong mode of perception is
essentially humorous, a writer who sees the world in the sharp clash of contrast,
whose native language is exaggeration, and whose vision unravels and
reorganizes our perceptions. Humor, in all its mercurial complexity, is at the
center of Mark Twain’s talent, his successes, and his limitations. It is as a
humorist—amiably comic, sharply satiric, grimly ironic, simultaneously
humorous and serious—that he is best understood.
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Mark Twain is America’s—perhaps the world’s—best known humorous writer. Yet many commentators in
his time and our own have thought of humor as merely an attractive surface feature rather than a crucial part
of both the meaning and the structure of Twain’s writings. This book begins with a discussion of humor, and
then demonstrates how Twain’s artistic strategies, his remarkable achievements, and even his philosophy
were bound together in his conception of humor, and how this conception developed across a forty-five year
career.

 Kolb shows that Twain is a writer whose lifelong mode of perception is essentially humorous, a writer who
sees the world in the sharp clash of contrast, whose native language is exaggeration, and whose vision
unravels and reorganizes our perceptions. Humor, in all its mercurial complexity, is at the center of Mark
Twain’s talent, his successes, and his limitations. It is as a humorist—amiably comic, sharply satiric, grimly
ironic, simultaneously humorous and serious—that he is best understood.
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Editorial Review

Review
In Mark Twain: The Gift of Humor, Kolb has assumed the Herculean task of providing a comprehensive
study of the core of Twain's lasting attraction to readers over the course of the last 150 years, his
understanding of, and incorporation of a depth of understanding of humor far surpassing that of his
contemporary ‘phunny phellows,’ and many of our twenty-first century practitioners. That he has succeeded
in his mission must be regarded as nothing less than an astounding achievement, one which renders this work
worthy of including in the library of every serious student of Twain. It can confidently be concluded that
Mark Twain: The Gift of Humor is the benchmark on the subject against which any forthcoming attempts
will be measured for the next century. (Mark Twain Forum)

At a time when most literary critics are as giddy as teenagers to embrace the latest intellectual fad, Kolbs his
magisterial 500-page study around the disarmingly uncontroversial claim that Mark Twain was, first and last,
a humorist…. There are so many highlights in Kolb’s discussion that a reviewer is helpless to do more than
gesture toward some of the book’s more surprising episodes…. If a single image emerges from Kolb’s
panoramic study, it would be that of Mark Twain as an ‘amiable’ humorist, a writer whose innate sense of
disparity fostered a profoundly sympathetic vision of human beings and the world they inhabit. There are
many interpretive treasures in this book. (American Literary Realism)

About the Author
Harold H. Kolb Jr. is emeritus professor of American literature at the University of Virginia, where he was
the founding director of the American Studies Program and the Center for the Liberal Arts. His writings
include articles and monographs on American literature, American history, humor, composition, legal
writing, natural history, and education.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Lavery:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of
Mark Twain: The Gift of Humor book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Lena Stubbs:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Mark Twain: The



Gift of Humor is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Robert Holt:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Mark Twain: The Gift of Humor book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read
the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Mark Twain: The Gift of Humor as good book not
simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its
deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

David Perrin:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Mark Twain: The Gift of Humor can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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