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Constructing Social Research: The Unity and Diversity of Method, Second
Edition is a concise, innovative text designed for Research Methods courses in
the Social Sciences. The main goal of this Sociology for a New Century Series
text is to show unity within the diversity of activities called social research. The
first part of the book tackles questions like "What is social research?" "How does
it differ from journalism, documentary film-making, or laboratory research in the
natural sciences?" and "What is the researcher's obligation to those he or she is
studying?" The book also covers the how the various goals of social researchers
shape the strategies they use and the representations of social life they construct.
The latter part of the book is structured around the typical emphases of each
tradition: qualitative research on commonalities, comparative research on
diversity, and quantitative research on relationships among variables. These are
not rigid divisions and research designs often blend aspects of each tradition in
creative ways. Regardless of the approach, the process of representing social life
through research involves a dialogue of ideas ("theory") and evidence ("data").
The model of social research put forth by Ragin and Amoroso is not as restrictive
as the scientific method and encompasses social research ranging from research
examining the complexities of everyday life to research investigating the power
of transnational processes.
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Constructing Social Research: The Unity and Diversity of Method, Second Edition is a concise,
innovative text designed for Research Methods courses in the Social Sciences. The main goal of this
Sociology for a New Century Series text is to show unity within the diversity of activities called social
research. The first part of the book tackles questions like "What is social research?" "How does it differ from
journalism, documentary film-making, or laboratory research in the natural sciences?" and "What is the
researcher's obligation to those he or she is studying?" The book also covers the how the various goals of
social researchers shape the strategies they use and the representations of social life they construct. The latter
part of the book is structured around the typical emphases of each tradition: qualitative research on
commonalities, comparative research on diversity, and quantitative research on relationships among
variables. These are not rigid divisions and research designs often blend aspects of each tradition in creative
ways. Regardless of the approach, the process of representing social life through research involves a dialogue
of ideas ("theory") and evidence ("data"). The model of social research put forth by Ragin and Amoroso is
not as restrictive as the scientific method and encompasses social research ranging from research examining
the complexities of everyday life to research investigating the power of transnational processes.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
The primary goal of Charles Ragin, social scientist and innovative methodologist, is to develop methods that
help students and researchers unravel causal complexity in their research. This has led to his developing and
championing the use of set-theoretic methods in the social sciences, most notably, his Qualitative
Comparative Analysis (QCA) and fuzzy set analysis. In a recent review article in Contemporary Sociology
entitled "The Ragin Revolution" (Vaisey review), sociologist Stephen Vaisey describes Ragin's work as a
"principled alternative" to quantitative analysis (which assumes away casual complexity) and qualitative
case-based methods (which lack tools for generalizing across cases.) Many who have adopted Ragin's
methods believe that these techniques combine the strength of both quantitative and qualitative methods,
while transcending their limits.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melissa Chandler:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day long to reading a book. The book Constructing Social Research: The Unity and Diversity of Method
(Sociology for a New Century Series) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Edward Knudsen:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to you personally is Constructing Social Research: The Unity and Diversity of Method
(Sociology for a New Century Series) this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this
world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book.
This is why this book suited all of you.



Jeanne Pratt:

You will get this Constructing Social Research: The Unity and Diversity of Method (Sociology for a New
Century Series) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be
your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Orville Hightower:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Constructing Social Research: The Unity and Diversity of Method (Sociology for a New
Century Series) when you needed it?
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