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From the bestselling author of Pay It Forward comes the stunning and
emotional story of a young soldier’s unthinkable act…and the bonds of a
sister and brother’s love.

Ruth and her little brother, Aubrey, are just teenagers when their older brother
ships off to Iraq. When Joseph returns, uninjured, only three and a half months
later, Ruth is happy he is safe but also deeply worried. How can it be that her
courageous big brother has been dishonorably discharged for refusing to go out
on duty? Aubrey can’t believe that his hero doesn’t have very good reasons.

Yet as the horrifying details of the incident emerge, Joseph disappears. In their
attempts to find him, Ruth and Aubrey discover he has a past far darker than
either of them could imagine. But even as they learn more about their brother,
important questions remain unanswered—why did he betray his unit, his country,
and now his family? Joseph’s refusal to speak ignites a fire in young Aubrey that
results in a disastrous, and public, act of rebellion.

The impact of Joseph’s fateful decision one night in Baghdad will echo for years
to come, with his siblings caught between their love for him and the media’s
engulfing frenzy of judgment. Will their family ever make their way back to each
other and find a way to forgive?
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From the bestselling author of Pay It Forward comes the stunning and emotional story of a young
soldier’s unthinkable act…and the bonds of a sister and brother’s love.

Ruth and her little brother, Aubrey, are just teenagers when their older brother ships off to Iraq. When Joseph
returns, uninjured, only three and a half months later, Ruth is happy he is safe but also deeply worried. How
can it be that her courageous big brother has been dishonorably discharged for refusing to go out on duty?
Aubrey can’t believe that his hero doesn’t have very good reasons.

Yet as the horrifying details of the incident emerge, Joseph disappears. In their attempts to find him, Ruth
and Aubrey discover he has a past far darker than either of them could imagine. But even as they learn more
about their brother, important questions remain unanswered—why did he betray his unit, his country, and
now his family? Joseph’s refusal to speak ignites a fire in young Aubrey that results in a disastrous, and
public, act of rebellion.

The impact of Joseph’s fateful decision one night in Baghdad will echo for years to come, with his siblings
caught between their love for him and the media’s engulfing frenzy of judgment. Will their family ever make
their way back to each other and find a way to forgive?
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Editorial Review

Review

“As in her internationally renowned Pay It Forward (2000), she delivers a story full of intense emotion that,
while at times heavy with heartbreak and despair, ultimately delivers a powerful and rewarding message of
hope and redemption.” —Booklist

“Hyde (Worthy, 2015, etc.), the bestselling author of Pay It Forward, deftly and compassionately crafts
Ruth’s and Aubrey’s bewildered interior monologues...A poignant and warmly humorous tale of emotional
survival.” —Kirkus Reviews

“When readers finally learn the truth behind Joseph’s actions, the tears might flow. This book is highly
recommended.” —Manhattan Book Review

About the Author

Born in Buffalo, New York, Catherine Ryan Hyde moved to New York City shortly after graduating from
high school. With a plan to do something other than writing—something that might provide a steadier
paycheck—Hyde worked as a baker, pastry chef, auto mechanic, dog trainer, and tour guide. Hyde moved to
a small town on California’s Central Coast in the mid-1980s. After coming to terms with alcohol and drug
addiction, she realized she needed to write and hunkered down. She’s been clean and sober for over twenty-
five years and is the author of thirty books and numerous short stories, which have won literary accolades
throughout the world. Hyde’s bestselling novel Pay It Forward was adapted into a major motion picture and
translated into more than two dozen languages for distribution in over thirty countries. For more information
and book club questions, please visit the author at www.catherineryanhyde.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shane Ward:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Ask Him Why. Try to make book Ask Him Why as your good
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Daniel Scholz:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to



be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Ask Him Why book because book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt
in it you probably know this.

Cheryl Ruiz:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Ask
Him Why provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Richard Eby:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news.
On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Ask Him Why when you necessary it?
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