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Many people assume, largely because of Gandhi's legacy, that Hinduism is a
religion of non-violence. In this 2006 book William R. Pinch shows just how
wrong this assumption is. Using the life of Anupgiri Gosain, a Hindu ascetic who
lived at the end of the eighteenth century, he demonstrates that Hindu warrior
ascetics were an important component of the South Asian military labor market
in the medieval and early modern Indian past, and crucial to the rise of British
imperialism. Today, they occupy a prominent place in modern Indian
imaginations, ironically as romantic defenders of a Hindu India against foreign
invasion, even though they are almost totally absent from Indian history. William
R. Pinch's innovative and gloriously composed book sets out to piece together the
story of the rise and demise of warrior asceticism in India from the 1500s to the
present. It will appeal to students of religion and historians of empire.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... a fine and useful book ..."
Peter Van Der Veer, American Historical Review

"Pinch has discovered and employed wonderful visual materials, and many oral traditions of both Saiva and
Vaisnava ascetics to match his thorough research in Company records."
David L. Curley, Pacific Affairs

"Yogis seem to have gone particularly out of control during the eighteenth-century anarchy between the fall
of the Mughals and the rise of the British. This is a subject explored by William Pinch in his brilliant 2006
study of the militant yogis of the period, Warrior Ascetics and Indian Empires."
William Dalrymple, The New York Review of Books

About the Author
William R. Pinch is Associate Professor of History at Wesleyan University in Middletown, Connecticut. He
is the author of Peasants and Monks in British India (1996).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Flora Young:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Warrior
Ascetics and Indian Empires (Cambridge Studies in Indian History and Society). All type of book are you
able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Tonya Hooper:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Warrior Ascetics and Indian Empires (Cambridge
Studies in Indian History and Society) as your daily resource information.



Allison Stiffler:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like
to something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be
option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that
you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled Warrior Ascetics and
Indian Empires (Cambridge Studies in Indian History and Society) can be very good book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Debbie Clark:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
Warrior Ascetics and Indian Empires (Cambridge Studies in Indian History and Society) when you required
it?
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