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How reconsidering digital media and participatory cultures from the
standpoint of disability allows for a full understanding of accessibility. 
 
While digital media can offer many opportunities for civic and cultural
participation, this technology is not equally easy for everyone to use. Hardware,
software, and cultural expectations combine to make some technologies an easier
fit for some bodies than for others. A YouTube video without closed captions or
a social network site that is incompatible with a screen reader can restrict the
access of users who are hard of hearing or visually impaired. Often, people with
disabilities require accommodation, assistive technologies, or other forms of aid
to make digital media accessible—useable—for them.
 
Restricted Access investigates digital media accessibility—the processes by
which media is made usable by people with particular needs—and argues for the
necessity of conceptualizing access in a way that will enable greater participation
in all forms of mediated culture. Drawing on disability and cultural studies,
Elizabeth Ellcessor uses an interrogatory framework based around issues of
regulation, use, content, form, and experience to examine contemporary digital
media. Through interviews with policy makers and accessibility professionals,
popular culture and archival materials, and an ethnographic study of internet use
by people with disabilities, Ellcessor reveals the assumptions that undergird
contemporary technologies and participatory cultures. Restricted Access makes
the crucial point that if digital media open up opportunities for individuals to
create and participate, but that technology only facilitates the participation of
those who are already privileged, then its progressive potential remains
unrealized. Engagingly written with powerful examples, Ellcessor demonstrates
the importance of alternate uses, marginalized voices, and invisible innovations
in the context of disability identities to push us to rethink digital media
accessibility.
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How reconsidering digital media and participatory cultures from the standpoint of disability allows
for a full understanding of accessibility. 
 
While digital media can offer many opportunities for civic and cultural participation, this technology is not
equally easy for everyone to use. Hardware, software, and cultural expectations combine to make some
technologies an easier fit for some bodies than for others. A YouTube video without closed captions or a
social network site that is incompatible with a screen reader can restrict the access of users who are hard of
hearing or visually impaired. Often, people with disabilities require accommodation, assistive technologies,
or other forms of aid to make digital media accessible—useable—for them.
 
Restricted Access investigates digital media accessibility—the processes by which media is made usable by
people with particular needs—and argues for the necessity of conceptualizing access in a way that will
enable greater participation in all forms of mediated culture. Drawing on disability and cultural studies,
Elizabeth Ellcessor uses an interrogatory framework based around issues of regulation, use, content, form,
and experience to examine contemporary digital media. Through interviews with policy makers and
accessibility professionals, popular culture and archival materials, and an ethnographic study of internet use
by people with disabilities, Ellcessor reveals the assumptions that undergird contemporary technologies and
participatory cultures. Restricted Access makes the crucial point that if digital media open up opportunities
for individuals to create and participate, but that technology only facilitates the participation of those who are
already privileged, then its progressive potential remains unrealized. Engagingly written with powerful
examples, Ellcessor demonstrates the importance of alternate uses, marginalized voices, and invisible
innovations in the context of disability identities to push us to rethink digital media accessibility.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Ellcessor calls for cultural collaboration that does not exclude disability culture or attempt to erase disability
culture in the name of universal design.”-Choice

"Restricted Access transforms our understanding of what 'access' means in an age when so much writing on
new media fetishizes participation. Elizabeth Ellcessor reveals the ways in which ability, culture, and
technology are all entangled in questions of accessibility. Timely and sophisticated, Ellcessor’s book is a
major advance in media studies and disability studies, and will also be of great interest to scholars in
policy."-Jonathan Sterne,author of MP3: The Meaning of a Format

About the Author
Elizabeth Ellcessor is Assistant Professor of cinema and media studies at Indiana
University—Bloomington.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarah Petty:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Restricted Access: Media,
Disability, and the Politics of Participation (Postmillennial Pop) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Tammy Paradis:

This Restricted Access: Media, Disability, and the Politics of Participation (Postmillennial Pop) are reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Restricted Access:
Media, Disability, and the Politics of Participation (Postmillennial Pop) can be one of many great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that
probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Restricted Access: Media,
Disability, and the Politics of Participation (Postmillennial Pop) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.



Terrance Pitt:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Restricted
Access: Media, Disability, and the Politics of Participation (Postmillennial Pop) suitable to you? Often the
book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Restricted Access: Media, Disability, and
the Politics of Participation (Postmillennial Pop)is a single of several books which everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter
the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all
of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Stephanie Landa:

You may spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Restricted Access: Media, Disability, and
the Politics of Participation (Postmillennial Pop) is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the
e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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