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All Americans, liberal or conservative, religious or not, can agree that religious
freedom, anchored in conscience rights, is foundational to the U.S. democratic
experiment. But what freedom of conscience means, what its scope and limits
are, according to the Constitution—these are matters for heated debate. At a
moment when such questions loom ever larger in the nation’s contentious politics
and fraught policy-making process, this timely book offers invaluable historical,
empirical, philosophical, and analytical insight into the American constitutional
heritage of religious liberty.

As the contributors to this interdisciplinary volume attest, understanding religious
freedom demands taking multiple perspectives. The historians guide us through
the legacy of religious freedom, from the nation’s founding and the rise of public
education, through the waves of immigration that added successive layers of
diversity to American society. The social scientists discuss the swift, striking
effects of judicial decision making and the battles over free exercise in a
complex, bureaucratic society. Advocates remind us of the tensions abiding in
schools and other familiar institutions, and of the major role minorities play in
shaping free exercise under our constitutional regime. And the jurists emphasize
that this is a messy area of constitutional law. Their work brings out the conflicts
inherent in interpreting the First Amendment—tensions between free exercise
and disestablishment, between the legislative and judicial branches of
government, and along the complex and ever-shifting boundaries of religion,
state, and society.

What emerges most clearly from these essays is how central religious liberty is to
America’s civic fabric—and how, under increasing pressure from both religious
and secular forces, this First Amendment freedom demands our full attention and
understanding.
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All Americans, liberal or conservative, religious or not, can agree that religious freedom, anchored in
conscience rights, is foundational to the U.S. democratic experiment. But what freedom of conscience
means, what its scope and limits are, according to the Constitution—these are matters for heated debate. At a
moment when such questions loom ever larger in the nation’s contentious politics and fraught policy-making
process, this timely book offers invaluable historical, empirical, philosophical, and analytical insight into the
American constitutional heritage of religious liberty.

As the contributors to this interdisciplinary volume attest, understanding religious freedom demands taking
multiple perspectives. The historians guide us through the legacy of religious freedom, from the nation’s
founding and the rise of public education, through the waves of immigration that added successive layers of
diversity to American society. The social scientists discuss the swift, striking effects of judicial decision
making and the battles over free exercise in a complex, bureaucratic society. Advocates remind us of the
tensions abiding in schools and other familiar institutions, and of the major role minorities play in shaping
free exercise under our constitutional regime. And the jurists emphasize that this is a messy area of
constitutional law. Their work brings out the conflicts inherent in interpreting the First
Amendment—tensions between free exercise and disestablishment, between the legislative and judicial
branches of government, and along the complex and ever-shifting boundaries of religion, state, and society.

What emerges most clearly from these essays is how central religious liberty is to America’s civic
fabric—and how, under increasing pressure from both religious and secular forces, this First Amendment
freedom demands our full attention and understanding.
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Editorial Review

Review

“With religious freedom under assault from various directions, this fine collection of essays could not be
timelier.  Bringing historical, juridical, and social science perspectives to bear on contemporary challenges,
the authors and editors point the way to a society in which diverse religions may not only peacefully coexist
but flourish, and where no one is forced to choose between religious obligations and civic duties.”—Mary
Ann Glendon Learned Hand Professor of Law, Harvard University

“As religious freedom becomes an increasingly contentious area of public law and policy, this volume offers
an outstanding collection of essays on religious freedom and related church-state issues. Each carefully
crafted essay stakes out a position—while giving due consideration to multiple and competing views.
Scholars, students, judges, journalists, and anyone with a serious interest in the topic should put this volume
at the top of their reading list.”— John J. DiIulio, Jr., Frederic Fox Leadership Professor of Politics,
Religion, and Civil Society, University of Pennsylvania, and First Director, White House Office of Faith-
Based and Community Initiatives

About the Author

Allen D. Hertzke is David Ross Boyd Professor of Political Science, and Faculty Fellow in Religious
Freedom with the Institute for the American Constitutional Heritage, at the University of Oklahoma. He is
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Family Law and Policy at the University of Illinois College of Law.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Benjamin Hoffman:

In other case, little people like to read book Religious Freedom in America: Constitutional Roots and
Contemporary Challenges (Studies in American Constitutional Heritage). You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book Religious Freedom in
America: Constitutional Roots and Contemporary Challenges (Studies in American Constitutional Heritage).
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Henry Vance:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Religious Freedom in America: Constitutional Roots and
Contemporary Challenges (Studies in American Constitutional Heritage) book is readable by simply you



who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of
Religious Freedom in America: Constitutional Roots and Contemporary Challenges (Studies in American
Constitutional Heritage) content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking
Religious Freedom in America: Constitutional Roots and Contemporary Challenges (Studies in American
Constitutional Heritage) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Michael Wheeler:

This Religious Freedom in America: Constitutional Roots and Contemporary Challenges (Studies in
American Constitutional Heritage) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Religious Freedom in America: Constitutional Roots and
Contemporary Challenges (Studies in American Constitutional Heritage) can be one of the great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information
that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Religious Freedom in America:
Constitutional Roots and Contemporary Challenges (Studies in American Constitutional Heritage) forcing
you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Doris Whobrey:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Religious Freedom in America: Constitutional Roots and Contemporary Challenges
(Studies in American Constitutional Heritage) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Religious Freedom in America:
Constitutional Roots and Contemporary Challenges (Studies in American Constitutional Heritage). You can
more appealing than now.
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