
Men of Capital: Scarcity and Economy in
Mandate Palestine

By Sherene Seikaly

Men of Capital: Scarcity and Economy in Mandate Palestine By Sherene
Seikaly

Men of Capital examines British-ruled Palestine in the 1930s and 1940s through
a focus on economy. In a departure from the expected histories of Palestine, this
book illuminates dynamic class constructions that aimed to shape a pan-Arab
utopia in terms of free trade, profit accumulation, and private property. And in so
doing, it positions Palestine and Palestinians in the larger world of Arab thought
and social life, moving attention away from the limiting debates of
Zionist–Palestinian conflict. Reading Palestinian business periodicals, records,
and correspondence, Sherene Seikaly reveals how capital accumulation was
central to the conception of the ideal "social man." Here we meet a diverse set of
characters?the man of capital, the frugal wife, the law-abiding Bedouin, the
unemployed youth, and the abundant farmer?in new spaces like the black market,
cafes and cinemas, and the idyllic Arab home. Seikaly also traces how British
colonial institutions and policies regulated wartime austerity regimes, mapping
the shortages of basic goods?such as the vegetable crisis of 1940?to the broader
material disparities among Palestinians and European Jews. Ultimately, she
shows that the economic is as central to social management as the political, and
that an exclusive focus on national claims and conflicts hides the more complex
changes of social life in Palestine.
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Men of Capital examines British-ruled Palestine in the 1930s and 1940s through a focus on economy. In a
departure from the expected histories of Palestine, this book illuminates dynamic class constructions that
aimed to shape a pan-Arab utopia in terms of free trade, profit accumulation, and private property. And in so
doing, it positions Palestine and Palestinians in the larger world of Arab thought and social life, moving
attention away from the limiting debates of Zionist–Palestinian conflict. Reading Palestinian business
periodicals, records, and correspondence, Sherene Seikaly reveals how capital accumulation was central to
the conception of the ideal "social man." Here we meet a diverse set of characters?the man of capital, the
frugal wife, the law-abiding Bedouin, the unemployed youth, and the abundant farmer?in new spaces like the
black market, cafes and cinemas, and the idyllic Arab home. Seikaly also traces how British colonial
institutions and policies regulated wartime austerity regimes, mapping the shortages of basic goods?such as
the vegetable crisis of 1940?to the broader material disparities among Palestinians and European Jews.
Ultimately, she shows that the economic is as central to social management as the political, and that an
exclusive focus on national claims and conflicts hides the more complex changes of social life in Palestine.
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Editorial Review

Review
Sherene Seikaly's Men of Capital redraws the class map of British Mandate Palestine and expands ongoing
efforts to rethink the Nahda. This work clearly demonstrates how the schemes used to rationalize governance
under the pressures of revolt and war ultimately betray the incoherence, ineffectiveness, and racism of
British rule." (Joel Beinin)

"Men of Capital is a remarkable achievement. Sherene Seikaly introduces us to the class of Palestinian
capitalists, a group too often overlooked in histories of Palestine and Israel, and brilliantly puts them into the
context of their time, exploring their group consciousness, hopes, and aspirations. Examining their failures to
break through the iron ceiling of Britain's colonial commitment to the Zionist project, Seikaly offers a
powerful critique of the strait-jacket of settler colonialism." (Rashid Khalidi Columbia University)

"Men of Capital is a breathtaking study of the complex work of making 'economy' in pre-1948 Palestine,
filled with unforgettable characters striving for economic renewal in commerce and in the home. Sherene
Seikaly reveals a Palestine being remade, bit by bit, into distinctly 'Jewish' versus 'Arab' worlds, and gives us
entirely new ways of thinking about Israel/Palestine and colonialism?all wrapped up in an unstoppable read."
(Julia Elyachar, University of California)

"Sherene Seikaly's critical history of Palestinian economic agents and thinkers is an exemplary instance of
new approaches to political economy. Eschewing both nostalgic mourning and nationalist frames, Men of
Capital will inform and instruct debates about the regional roots of economic practices and the institutional
infrastructure of economic imaginaries across twentieth century Middle Eastern studies." (Manu Goswami
New York University)

About the Author
Sherene Seikaly is Assistant Professor of History at the University of California, Santa Barbara.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Strickland:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Men of Capital:
Scarcity and Economy in Mandate Palestine is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Benita Eldridge:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind



expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be read. Men
of Capital: Scarcity and Economy in Mandate Palestine can be your answer given it can be read by anyone
who have those short spare time problems.

Deborah Martins:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Men of Capital: Scarcity
and Economy in Mandate Palestine which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Scott Bourquin:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Men of Capital: Scarcity and
Economy in Mandate Palestine to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it.
Beside that the e-book Men of Capital: Scarcity and Economy in Mandate Palestine can to be your new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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